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UNDERSTANDING
YOUR TOYOTA
PRIUS WARNING
LIGHTS GUIDE

Modern  vehicles  are
m a r v e l s  o f
engineering,  and  the
Toyota Prius stands out
as a pioneer in hybrid
technology.  With  its
advanced systems, the
Prius  communicates
with the driver through
a sophisticated array of
dashboard  indicators.
Understanding  these
s ignals  is  not  just
about  convenience;  it
is  essential  for  safety,

performance,  and  the
longev i ty  o f  your
v e h i c l e .  T h i s
comprehensive  Toyota
Prius  warning  lights
guide  wil l  help  you
decipher what your car
is telling you, allowing
y o u  t o  r e s p o n d
appropriately and keep
your  hybrid  running
smoothly.
The  dashboard  of  a
Toyota  Prius  is  more
t h a n  j u s t  a
speedometer  and  fuel
gauge. It is a command
center  that  monitors
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m
battery  health  to  tire
pressure. When a light
i l luminates,  i t  can
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range  from  a  simple
reminder  to  a  critical
alert.  Ignoring  these
warnings  can  lead  to
cost ly  repa i rs  o r ,
worse,  unsafe  driving
conditions.  This  guide
is designed to give you
the  knowledge  you
need to interpret these
s i g n a l s  w i t h
confidence,  whether
you  are  a  long-time
Prius  owner  or  a  new
dr iver  beh ind  the
wheel  of  this  iconic
hybrid.

The
Importan
ce of
Dashboar
d Color

Codes
Before  div ing  into
specific  symbols,  it  is
helpful  to  understand
t h e  c o l o r - c o d i n g
system  used  in  the
Toyota Prius. Like most
modern cars, the Prius
uses  a  traffic  light
system to indicate the
severity  of  a  warning.
This system is intuitive
and helps you prioritize
your response.

Red Warning
Lights: These
indicate a serious
problem that
requires
immediate
attention. If a red
light appears, it
is often unsafe to
continue driving.
You should pull
over safely and
turn off the
engine as soon
as possible.
Common red
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warnings include
brake system
failure, airbag
malfunctions, or
critical battery
issues.
Yellow or
Amber Warning
Lights: These
are cautionary
signals. They
suggest that a
system needs
inspection or
service soon, but
the vehicle is
generally still
safe to drive with
care. Examples
include the
Check Engine
light, tire
pressure alerts,
or maintenance
reminders. While
you can typically
drive to a service
center, you
should not ignore
these lights for
an extended
period.

Green or Blue
Indicator
Lights: These
are informational
and not
warnings. They
tell you that a
system is active
or functioning
correctly. For
example, a green
light may
indicate that
your headlights
are on, or that
the hybrid
system is
operating in EV
mode. Blue lights
often relate to
high beam
headlights or
engine coolant
temperature in
some models.

Keeping this color code
in mind is the first step
in  master ing  your
Toyota  Prius  warning
lights  guide.  It  helps
you  stay  calm  and
m a k e  i n f o r m e d
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decisions when a light
a p p e a r s  o n  y o u r
dashboard.

COMMON TOYOTA
PRIUS WARNING
LIGHTS EXPLAINED

While  a  full  vehicle
manual contains every
possible symbol, some
warning  l ights  are
more  common  than
others  among  Prius
owners.  Below,  we
break  down  the  most
frequently encountered
indicators,  what  they
mean,  and  what  you
should  do  when  they
appear.

The
Master
Warning

Light
(Red or
Amber
Exclamati
on Mark)
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
distinctive lights in the
Prius  is  the  master
warning  light.  It  often
appears  as  a  red  or
amber triangle with an
exclamation  mark
inside.  This  light  does
not  indicate  a  specific
problem  by  i tse l f .
Instead, it serves as a
general  a lert  that
a n o t h e r  w a r n i n g
message  or  l ight  is
active  on  your  multi-
information  display.
When  you  see  th is
light, check the central
display screen for more
detailed  information.
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The  system  might  be
alerting you to low tire
pressure, a door being
ajar, or a more serious
system fault.  In  many
cases,  the  master
w a r n i n g  l i g h t
accompanies  other
specific  warnings,  such
as  the  tire  pressure
l ight  or  the  hybrid
system  alert.

Check
Engine
Light
(Malfuncti
on
Indicator
Lamp)
The Check Engine light,
officially  called  the
Malfunction  Indicator

Lamp (MIL),  is  one  of
the  most  well-known
w a r n i n g s  i n  a n y
vehicle.  In  a  Toyota
Pr ius,  i t  is  usual ly
yellow  or  amber.  This
light can illuminate for
a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f
reasons,  from a  loose
gas  cap  to  a  more
serious  issue with  the
engine  or  emissions
system.  Given  the
hybrid  nature  of  the
Prius,  this  light  can
also  be  triggered  by
problems  with  the
h y b r i d  s y s t e m
components.  If  the
light is steady and the
car is driving normally,
you can often continue
driving  but  should
schedule  a  diagnostic
check soon. If the light
is  flashing,  it  indicates
a  m o r e  u r g e n t
problem,  such  as  a
misfire,  which  could
damage  the  catalytic
converter. In this case,
reduce  your  speed,
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a v o i d  h e a v y
acceleration,  and  get
to a mechanic as soon
as possible.

Hybrid
System
Warning
Light
(Orange
Car with
Arrow)
This is a unique symbol
for hybrid vehicles like
the  Prius.  It  typically
looks  like  an  orange
outline of a car with a
curved arrow inside or
behind  it.  This  light
indicates  a  problem
with the hybrid battery,
the  electric  motor,  or
the power control unit.

If  this  warning  light
comes on, the vehicle's
performance  may  be
reduced.  You  might
notice a loss of power
or the car switching to
a failsafe mode. This is
a  serious  warning.
While you may be able
t o  d r i v e  a  s h o r t
distance at low speed,
you  should  have  the
vehicle towed or taken
to  a  qualified  Toyota
s e r v i c e  c e n t e r
immediately.  Ignoring
this light could lead to
a  complete  loss  of
power  or  expensive
damage to  the  hybrid
system.

Tire
Pressure
Warning
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Light
(Yellow
Exclamati
on Mark
in a U-

Shape)
The  T i re  Pressure
Monitoring  System
(TPMS) light is a yellow
symbol  that  looks like
the  cross-section  of  a
t i r e  w i t h  a n
exclamation  mark  in
t h e  m i d d l e .  I t
illuminates  when  one
or  more  of  your  tires
are  significantly
underinflated.  Proper
tire pressure is crucial
f o r  s a f e t y ,  f u e l
economy,  and  t i re
longevity.  When  this
light  comes on,  check
your  tire  pressures

w i t h  a  g a u g e  a n d
inflate  them  to  the
recommended  PSI
l e v e l .  T h e
r e c o m m e n d e d
pressure  is  usually
found  on  a  st icker
inside the driver's door
jamb.  Sometimes,  the
light may come on due
to a drastic change in
outside temperature. If
the light stays on after
inflating  the  tires,  or  if
it  flashes,  there  may
be a fault in the TPMS
system  that  requires
professional  diagnosis.

Brake
System
Warning
Light
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(Red
Exclamati
on Mark
in a

Circle)
This is one of the most
critical warnings in the
vehicle. The red brake
system  warning  light
can  indicate  several
i s s u e s .  M o s t
c o m m o n l y ,  i t
illuminates  when  the
p a r k i n g  b r a k e  i s
engaged. If the parking
brake is fully released
and  the  light  remains
on,  it  could mean the
brake  fluid  level  is  low
or  there  is  a  problem
w i t h  t h e  b r a k i n g
system.  Driving  with
this  light  on  is  very
dangerous.  If  you  see
this light while driving,

pull  over  immediately,
check that the parking
brake is fully released,
and  check  the  brake
fluid level if it is safe to
do  so .  I f  the  l i gh t
persists,  do  not  drive
the  vehicle.  Have  it
towed to a repair shop.
A  failure  in  the  brake
system could lead to a
serious accident.

ABS
Warning
Light
(Yellow
Letters
"ABS")
The  Anti-lock  Braking
System  (ABS)  l ight
works  in  conjunction
with the brake system.
If this light comes on, it
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means there is a fault
with the ABS module or
its sensors. While your
standard  brakes  will
still  function,  the anti-
lock  feature  will  be
disabled.  This  means
that in a hard braking
situation,  your  wheels
c o u l d  l o c k  u p ,
potentially  causing  a
skid. You can continue
driving  carefully,  but
you  should  have  the
system  inspected  as
soon  as  poss ib le .
Often,  a  faulty  wheel
speed  sensor  is  the
cause ,  wh i ch  i s  a
r e l a t i v e l y
straightforward  repair.
If  both  the  ABS  light
and the brake system
warning light come on
together, it indicates a
serious  brake  system
failure, and you should
not drive the vehicle.

Power
Steering
Warning
Light
(Yellow
Steering
Wheel)
This  light  looks  like  a
steering wheel with an
exclamation mark next
to it. When illuminated,
it  indicates  a  problem
with the electric power
steering  system.  The
Prius  uses  an  electric
motor  to  assist  with
steering, rather than a
hydraulic pump. If this
sys tem  fa i l s ,  t he
steering  wheel  will
become  very  heavy
and  difficult  to  turn,
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espec ia l l y  a t  l ow
speeds. If you see this
light, you can still steer
the car manually, but it
w i l l  r e q u i r e
significantly  more
effort. You should drive
slowly and carefully to
the  nearest  service
center. In some cases,
the  light  may  turn  off
o n  i t s  o w n  i f  t h e
system  resets,  but  a
diagnostic  scan is  still
r e c o m m e n d e d  t o
ensure  the  issue  is
resolved.

Ready
Light
(Green
Car
Symbol

or
"READY"
Text)
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
important  lights  for
new Prius owners is the
"Ready"  indicator.
Unlike  conventional
cars, the Prius is often
very  quiet  when  it  is
p o w e r e d  o n .  T h e
engine  may  not  start
immediate ly .  The
green "Ready" light (or
a symbol of a car with
a key inside) indicates
that the hybrid system
is active and the car is
ready  to  drive.  If  this
light  is  off,  the  car  will
not  move  even  if  the
engine  is  running.
Always make sure you
see  the  Ready  light
before  shifting  into
Drive or Reverse. If this
light fails to come on,
there may be an issue
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with  the  smart  key
system  or  the  hybrid
battery.

LESS COMMON
BUT IMPORTANT
WARNING LIGHTS

Beyond  the  frequent
alerts,  the  Prius  has
several other indicators
t h a t  a r e  w o r t h
knowing. Being familiar
with them can prevent
unnecessary panic.

Maintena
nce
Required
Light
(Wrench
Icon)
This  yellow  or  amber
i c o n  l o o k s  l i k e  a
wrench.  I t  is  not  a

warning  of  a  sudden
failure but a reminder
t h a t  s c h e d u l e d
maintenance  is  due.
This is  typically based
on  mileage  or  t ime
since the last  service.
When  you  see  th is
l ight ,  i t  i s  t ime  to
schedule an oil change,
tire  rotation,  or  other
routine  service.  After
the  maintenance  is
p e r f o r m e d ,  t h e
technician  will  reset
the light. You can also
reset  it  manually  by
following  the  steps  in
your owner's manual if
y o u  p e r f o r m  t h e
maintenance yourself.

Airbag
Warning
Light
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(Red
Person
with

Airbag)
This red light shows a
person with a deployed
a i r b a g ,  o f t e n
accompanied  by  the
l e t t e r s  " S R S "
( S u p p l e m e n t a l
Restraint  System).  If
this light stays on while
driving,  it  indicates  a
fault  in  the  airbag
system. In the event of
a collision, the airbags
may  not  deploy,  or
they  could  deploy
unexpectedly. This is a
serious  safety  issue.
You  should  have  the
system inspected by a
p r o f e s s i o n a l
immediately.  Do  not
ignore this  light,  as  it
directly  affects  your

safety  in  a  crash.

Traction
Control
and VSC
Lights
The  Vehicle  Stability
Contro l  (VSC)  and
T r a c t i o n  C o n t r o l
systems  are  active
safety  features.  You
may see a yellow light
with a car on a slippery
road  or  the  letters
"VSC OFF". If the light
is  flashing  while  you
are  driving,  it  means
the system is  actively
working  to  maintain
traction,  for  instance,
on a wet  or  icy  road.
T h i s  i s  n o r m a l .
However,  if  the  light
s t a y s  o n  s o l i d ,  i t
indicates a fault in the
system.  While  the car
is  still  drivable,  the
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stability control feature
will be disabled. This is
o f ten  caused  by  a
faulty  wheel  speed
sensor  and  should  be
checked soon.

WHAT TO DO
WHEN A WARNING
LIGHT APPEARS

Seeing a warning light
can  be  stressful,  but
staying  calm  is  the
most  important  thing
you can do. Here is a
simple  step-by-step
approach based on this
Toyota  Prius  warning
lights  guide:

Assess the1.
Color: Is it red,
yellow, or green?
This tells you the
urgency. Red
means stop now.
Yellow means
schedule service
soon. Green
means
everything is
fine.

Check the2.
Multi-
Information
Display: For
most warnings,
the Prius will
provide a text
message on the
central screen.
This often gives
you more
specific
information, such
as "Low Tire
Pressure" or
"Hybrid System
Malfunction."
Evaluate3.
Vehicle
Behavior: Is the
car driving
normally? Are
there any
strange noises,
smells, or
vibrations? A
warning light for
a simple issue
like a loose gas
cap will not
affect
performance. A
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flashing light or a
heavy steering
wheel suggests a
more serious
problem.
Pull Over If4.
Necessary: If
the light is red,
or if the car is
behaving
erratically, pull
over to a safe
location away
from traffic. Turn
off the engine
and wait a few
moments before
restarting.
Sometimes, a
temporary glitch
will reset the
light.
Consult Your5.
Owner's
Manual: Keep a
copy of your

owner's manual
in the glove box.
It contains a
complete guide
to every symbol
specific to your
model year. This
is the ultimate
reference for any
warning light.
Seek6.
Professional
Help: If the
warning light
remains on after
restarting, or if it
is a red light,
schedule an
appointment with
a qualified
mechanic or a
Toyota
dealership. They
can run a
diagnostic scan
to read the


