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INTRODUCTION

Stepping into a college
sociology  course  for
the  first  time  can  feel
l ike  learning  a  new
language—one  filled
w i t h  t e r m s  l i k e
" s o c i a l i z a t i o n , "
" s t r u c t u r a l
functionalism,"  and
"social  stratification."
For students enrolled in
SOC 100 at  Strayer
U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e
j o u r n e y  i n t o

understanding  human
society is guided by a
un ique ly  ta i lo red
r e s o u r c e :  t h e
In t roduct ion  to
Sociology  Custom
Edition for SOC 100
a t  S t r a y e r
Univers i ty .  Th i s
custom textbook is not
just  another  assigned
reading; it is a carefully
curated  tool  designed
to  align  directly  with
the  course  objectives,
providing  a  focused
a n d  r e l e v a n t
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r
e x p l o r i n g  t h e
complexities  of  social
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life.
Why  does  a  custom
edition  matter?  Unlike
a  standard,  one-size-
fits-all  textbook,  this
custom  version  has
b e e n  s h a p e d
specifically  for  the
Strayer  University
curriculum.  It  distills
core  soc io log ica l
concepts, theories, and
research methods into
a  format  that  speaks
directly to the learning
outcomes of SOC 100.
Whether you are a new
student or returning to
academia,  this  article
w i l l  exp lo re  what
makes  this  custom
edition  so  valuable,
what  topics  it  covers,
and  how  it  can  help
you  succeed  in  your
introductory  sociology
course.  By  the  end,
you  will  understand
e x a c t l y  w h y  t h i s
r e s o u r c e  i s  y o u r
essential  companion
for  understanding  the

social world, from your
own  community  to
global  structures.

WHAT IS THE
INTRODUCTION TO
SOCIOLOGY
CUSTOM EDITION
FOR SOC 100 AT
STRAYER
UNIVERSITY?

Why a
Custom
Edition?
Traditional  sociology
textbooks  are  often
massive,  covering
every  possible  subfield
and  theory.  Whi le
comprehensive,  they
can feel overwhelming
and disconnected from
a  specific  course's
p a c i n g .  S t r a y e r
University  developed
the  Introduction  to
Sociology  Custom
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Edition  to  solve  this
problem. It was crafted
by  selecting  the  most
relevant chapters, case
studies, and discussion
points  from  leading
sociology  texts  and
adapting  them  to  the
specific  needs  of  SOC
100. This means fewer
irrelevant tangents and
more focused learning.
The  custom  edition
ensures  that  every
page you read directly
s u p p o r t s  y o u r
assignments,  quizzes,
a n d  y o u r
understanding  of  the
c o u r s e ' s  c o r e
competencies.

Key
Features
of the

Custom
Edition

Aligned with
SOC 100
Outcomes: The
textbook
material maps
directly to
Strayer's official
learning
objectives for
Sociology 100.
Compact and
Focused:
Instead of 800
pages, the
custom edition is
streamlined,
allowing you to
dive deep into
the most critical
topics without
distraction.
Relevant
Examples: Case
studies and
examples are
chosen to
resonate with
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today's students,
often including
contemporary
issues relevant
to Strayer's
diverse student
body.
Integrated
Activities: Many
custom editions
include built-in
review questions,
critical thinking
prompts, and
exercises that
mirror the
assignments you
will encounter.
Cost-Effective:
By including only
what's needed,
the custom
edition is often
more affordable
than a full,
unbundled
textbook.

CORE TOPICS
COVERED IN THE
SOCIOLOGY 100

CUSTOM TEXT

The  Introduction  to
Sociology  Custom
Edition for SOC 100
at Strayer University
is  structured  to  guide
y o u  t h r o u g h  t h e
f o u n d a t i o n s  o f
sociology  in  a  logical
progression. Below are
the  major  thematic
areas  you  can  expect
to explore.

Sociologi
cal
Perspecti
ves and
Theories
The  custom  edition
begins  by  introducing
t h e  t h r e e  m a j o r
sociological paradigms:
f u n c t i o n a l i s m ,
conflict  theory,  and
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s y m b o l i c
i n t e r a c t i o n i s m .
Understanding  these
perspectives  is  like
putting  on  different
pairs  of  glasses—each
one  reveals  a  different
aspect of social reality.
T h e  c u s t o m  t e x t
e x p l a i n s  h o w
funct ional ists  see
society as a system of
interrelated  parts
working together, while
conflict  theorists  focus
on  inequa l i ty  and
power  s t rugg les .
S y m b o l i c
interactionism,  on  the
other  hand,  zooms  in
on  daily  interactions
and  the  meanings
p e o p l e  a t t a c h  t o
symbols  and  actions.
Th is  foundat ional
knowledge  sets  the
stage  for  everything
else  in  SOC  100.

Culture,
Socializat
ion, and
Social
Structure
What makes a culture?
How  do  we  learn  to
become  functioning
members  of  society?
This  section  of  the
custom  edition  dives
into the building blocks
of  social  life.  You  will
e x a m i n e  t h e
c o m p o n e n t s  o f
cu l tu re—language ,
norms,  values,  and
material  artifacts—and
how  they  influence
behavior.  The  concept
of  soc ia l izat ion  is
explored  from  infancy
through  adulthood,
with  special  attention
t o  a g e n t s  o f
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soc ia l i zat ion  l i ke
family,  schools,  peers,
and  media.  The  text
then  covers  social
structure,  including
statuses  (ascribed,
ach ieved,  master
status)  and  roles,  as
w e l l  a s  l a r g e r
structures  like  groups,
organizations,  and
institutions.  These
c o n c e p t s  a r e
particularly relevant for
Strayer students, many
of whom are balancing
mu l t i p l e  r o l e s  as
workers,  parents,  and
students.

Social
Inequality
, Race,
and

Gender
No sociology course is
complete  without  a
c r i t i c a l  l o o k  a t
inequality. The custom
edition  for  SOC  100
dedicates  substantial
s p a c e  t o  s o c i a l
stratification,  including
class,  race,  ethnicity,
and  gender.  You  will
l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e
difference  between
individual  prejudice
and  ins t i tu t i ona l
discrimination,  the
dynamics of power and
privilege, and the ways
systemic  inequality
shapes  life  chances.
The  custom  version
often includes updated
data  and  examples
that  reflect  current
socia l  movements
(such  as  #MeToo and
Black  Lives  Matter),
making  the  material
r e s o n a n t  a n d
i m m e d i a t e .
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Understanding  these
t o p i c s  i s  k e y  t o
becoming  a  critical
thinker  about  social
justice—a core goal of
St rayer 's  genera l
education.

Social
Institutio
ns
(Family,
Education
, Religion,
Economy)
Sociologists  consider
institutions  as  stable
patterns  of  behavior
that  meet  societal
needs.  The  custom
edition  explores  the
major  institutions:

Family: Its
functions,
variations across
cultures, and
contemporary
challenges like
divorce, same-
sex marriage,
and cohabitation.
Education: The
role of schooling
in social
reproduction, the
hidden
curriculum, and
issues like school
funding
inequality.
Religion: Types
of religious
organizations,
secularization,
and the
relationship
between religion
and social
change.
Economy and
Politics: The
shift from
industrial to post-
industrial
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economies,
capitalism vs.
socialism, and
the power of
corporations.

Each  inst itut ion  is
examined  through the
lens of the three major
paradigms, helping you
see  how  different
perspectives  reveal
different insights about
the same institution.

Social
Change
and
Global
Issues
Finally,  the  custom
edit ion  covers  the
dynamics  of  social
change—how  societies
evolve,  the  role  of
social movements, and

t h e  i m p a c t  o f
t e c h n o l o g y  a n d
globalization.  For  SOC
100, this section often
includes discussions on
urban izat ion ,  the
envi ronment ,  and
global  inequality.  The
custom  edition  may
feature a case study on
a  contemporary  social
m o v e m e n t  o r  a
comparative  analysis
of societies around the
world,  emphasizing
how  the  sociological
imagination  connects
"personal  troubles"  to
"public  issues"  on  a
global scale.

HOW THIS CUSTOM
EDITION
ENHANCES
LEARNING FOR
STRAYER
STUDENTS

One  of  the  greatest
s t r e n g t h s  o f  t h e
In t roduct ion  to
Sociology  Custom
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Edition for SOC 100
at Strayer University
i s  i ts  pedagogica l
design. It is more than
just  a  collection  of
r e a d i n g s .  M a n y
editions include built-in
study aids such as:

Learning
Objectives at
the start of each
chapter to guide
your reading.
Key Terms and
Definitions that
are highlighted
and summarized.
Critical
Thinking
Questions that
encourage you to
apply concepts
to real-world
scenarios.
Practice
Quizzes to test
your knowledge
before exams.

Furthermore,  because
the  custom  edition  is
used  exclusively  in

Strayer 's  SOC  100
sections, you can share
a  common  reference
point  with  classmates
a n d  i n s t r u c t o r s .
D i s c u s s i o n s ,
ass ignments ,  and
lectures  are  bu i l t
a round  the  exac t
material  in  this  text,
creating  a  cohesive
learning  experience.
The textbook also often
integrates  references
to the Strayer Writing
Standards and critical
thinking  frameworks,
helping you build skills
that  transfer  to  other
courses.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS
IN SOC 100 USING
THE CUSTOM
EDITION

To get the most out of
the  Introduction  to
Sociology  Custom
Edition,  consider  the
following strategies:

Read Actively:1.
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Don't just skim.
Highlight key
concepts, write
notes in the
margins, and
answer the
review questions
as you go.
Connect to2.
Your Life:
Sociology is
about everyday
life. Relate the
theories to your
own
experiences—yo
ur family, your
job, your social
media
interactions.
Participate in3.
Discussions:
Your custom
edition provides
talking points.
Use them in class
forums or group
projects to
deepen your
understanding.
Use the Index4.
and Glossary:

When writing
papers or
studying for
exams, the
custom edition's
back-of-the-book
resources are
invaluable for
quickly finding
definitions and
page references.
Form a Study5.
Group: Discuss
chapters with
peers. Explaining
a concept like
"the sociological
imagination" to
someone else is
one of the best
ways to master it
yourself.

CONCLUSION

The  Introduction  to
Sociology  Custom
Edition for SOC 100
at Strayer University
i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a
t e x t b o o k — i t  i s  a
thoughtfully  designed
learn ing  too l  that
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b r i d g e s  t h e  g a p
between  abst ract
sociological theory and
your personal world. By
focusing  on  the  most
essen t i a l  t op i c s ,
aligning  with  course
o u t c o m e s ,  a n d
providing  practical
study  resources,  this
c u s t o m  e d i t i o n
empowers  you  to  see
society with new eyes.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
analyzing  inequality,
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  o r
e x p l o r i n g  s o c i a l

change,  this  textbook
g i v e s  y o u  t h e
foundation  to  think
c r i t i c a l l y ,  w r i t e
effectively, and engage
meaningfully  with  the
world  around  you.  As
you turn the pages of
this  custom  edition,
remember: sociology is
not  just  a  subject  to
study;  it  is  a  way  of
understanding  your
own  l ife  in  a  larger
social  context.  And
that is a skill  that will
serve  you  long  after
you complete SOC 100.


