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INTRODUCTION TO
KENNESAW
CHARTER SCIENCE
AND MATH
ACADEMY

In  the  landscape  of
educational  options
available to families in
G e o r g i a ,  f e w
institutions  stand  out
as  distinctly  as  the
Kennesaw  Charter
Science  And  Math
Academy.  Located  in
the vibrant community
of  Kennesaw,  th is
specialized  charter
school  has carved out

a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r
academic  excellence,
particularly in the fields
of science, technology,
eng ineer ing ,  and
mathemat ics .  For
parents  seeking  an
a l t e r n a t i v e  t o
trad i t ional  publ ic
s c h o o l i n g ,  t h i s
academy  offers  a
focused,  r igorous
curriculum designed to
prepare  students  for
the demands of higher
educat ion  and  the
modern workforce. This
article  explores  every
facet of the Kennesaw
Charter Science And
Math Academy,  from
i t s  a c a d e m i c
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p h i l o s o p h y  a n d
cu r r i cu l um  to  i t s
admissions  process
a n d  c o m m u n i t y
impact,  providing  a
thorough  resource  for
anyone  considering
this unique educational
path.

WHAT IS THE
KENNESAW
CHARTER SCIENCE
AND MATH
ACADEMY?

T h e  K e n n e s a w
Charter Science And
Math  Academy  is  a
public  charter  school
that  operates  with  a
specific  mission:  to
deliver  an  intense,
e n g a g i n g ,  a n d
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
education with a strong
emphasis  on  science
and  mathematics.
Unl ike  t radi t ional
public schools,  charter
schools  like  this  one
have  greater  flexibility
in  des igning  thei r

c u r r i c u l u m  a n d
instructional  methods,
which  allows  them  to
tailor their programs to
meet  the  needs  of
students  who  show  a
particular  aptitude  or
interest in these critical
subjects. The academy
serves  students  in
grades  that  typically
range from elementary
through middle school,
depend ing  on  the
specific  grade
configuration in a given
academic  year.  Its
charter status means it
is  publicly  funded  but
independently  run,
which  g ives  i t  the
autonomy  to  innovate
w h i l e  r e m a i n i n g
a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r
student performance.

The Core
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Mission
and

Vision
A t  i t s  h e a r t ,  t h e
Kennesaw  Charter
Science  And  Math
Academy is driven by
a  clear  mission:  to
cu l t i va te  c r i t i ca l
th inkers,  problem
solvers,  and  lifelong
l e a r n e r s  w h o  a r e
equipped to excel in a
t e c h n o l o g y - d r i v e n
wor ld .  The  v i s ion
extends beyond simply
teaching  facts  and
formulas;  it  aims  to
f o s t e r  a  g e n u i n e
passion  for  discovery
and  inquiry.  Students
are encouraged to ask
questions,  conduct
exper iments ,  and
engage  with  complex
problems in ways that
build  confidence  and
intellectual  curiosity.

This  mission  aligns
c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e
grow ing  na t i ona l
emphasis  on  STEM
education,  recognizing
that  proficiency  in
science  and  math  is
essential  for  future
success  in  countless
careers.

ACADEMIC
PROGRAMS AND
CURRICULUM AT
THE ACADEMY

The  curriculum at  the
Kennesaw  Charter
Science  And  Math
A c a d e m y  i s  t h e
cornerstone  of  i ts
identity.  While  the
s c h o o l  m e e t s  a l l
G e o r g i a  s t a t e
s t a n d a r d s  f o r
educat ion,  i t  goes
significantly  beyond
t h e  b a s e l i n e  b y
integrating  advanced
sc ience  and  math
concepts  into  every
sub ject  area .  The
approach  is  hands-on,
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project-based,  and
inquiry-driven,  which
means  students  learn
by doing rather than by
passively  listening  to
lectures.

Science
Curriculu
m
I n  t h e  s c i e n c e s ,
s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e
academy  engage  with
a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f
disciplines. From earth
science and biology to
chemistry and physics,
the  cu r r i cu lum  i s
designed  to  build  a
strong  foundational
understanding  while
e n c o u r a g i n g
exploration. Laboratory
work  is  a  significant
c o m p o n e n t ,  w i t h
students  regularly
c o n d u c t i n g
experiments, collecting

data,  and  analyzing
results.  For  example,
younger  s tudents
might  study  plant  life
cycles by growing their
o w n  g a r d e n s  a n d
documenting  growth
patterns,  while  older
students  might  design
a n d  b u i l d  s i m p l e
machines  or  conduct
chemical  reactions
unde r  con t ro l l ed
conditions. The goal is
t o  m a k e  s c i e n c e
tangible  and  relevant,
showing  students  how
the  principles  they
learn in the classroom
apply  to  the  wor ld
around  them.

Mathema
tics
Curriculu
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m
The  mathemat i cs
p r o g r a m  a t  t h e
Kennesaw  Charter
Science  And  Math
Academy  is  equally
robust.  It  emphasizes
c o n c e p t u a l
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
a l o n g s i d e
computational  skills.
Students  progress
through  a  carefully
sequenced  curriculum
that covers arithmetic,
algebra, geometry, and
introductory  statistics.
Advanced  students
m a y  h a v e
opportunities  to  take
pre-algebra or  algebra
I earlier than is typical,
allowing them to reach
higher  levels  of  math
b y  t h e  t i m e  t h e y
trans i t ion  to  h igh
school.  The  teaching
methodology  often
incorporates  problem-
based  learning,  where

students  tackle  real-
world  challenges  that
require  mathematical
r e a s o n i n g .  F o r
instance, a class might
analyze  traffic
patterns,  calculate
probabilities in games,
or  design  budgets  for
mock businesses.  This
a p p r o a c h  h e l p s
students see math not
as a series of abstract
procedures  but  as  a
power fu l  t oo l  f o r
understanding  and
s h a p i n g  t h e i r
environment.

Integratio
n of
Technolo
gy
T e c h n o l o g y  i s
seamlessly woven into
t h e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e
academy.  Classrooms
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are  equipped  with
i n t e r a c t i v e
whiteboards,  tablets,
and  computers,  and
students learn to use a
variety of software and
digital  tools.  Coding
and  computational
thinking are introduced
at  an  early  age,  and
students  may  have
opportunities  to  work
with  robotics  kits,  3D
printers,  and  other
emerging technologies.
T h e  K e n n e s a w
Charter Science And
M a t h  A c a d e m y
recognizes  that  digital
literacy  is  no  longer
o p t i o n a l ;  i t  i s  a
fundamental  skill  that
students must develop
to  thrive  in  the  21st
century. By integrating
technology  across  the
c u r r i c u l u m ,  t h e
academy ensures  that
students  are  not  just
c o n s u m e r s  o f
technology  but  also
c r e a t o r s  a n d

innovators.

BEYOND THE
CORE:
ENRICHMENT AND
ELECTIVES

While  sc ience  and
math  are  the  primary
focus,  the  Kennesaw
Charter Science And
Math  Academy  also
offers  a  well-rounded
education that includes
enrichment in the arts,
h u m a n i t i e s ,  a n d
physical education. The
school  understands
that a narrow focus on
on ly  two  sub jects
w o u l d  n o t  s e r v e
students  well  in  the
long  run.  Instead,  it
provides  a  balanced
a p p r o a c h  w h e r e
students  can  explore
their interests in music,
visual  arts,  literature,
and  social  studies.
Electives might include
robotics  club,  chess
club,  environmental
sc ience  c lub ,  and
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c rea t i ve  wr i t i ng ,
among  others.  These
p r o g r a m s  h e l p
students develop social
sk i l l s ,  emot iona l
in te l l i gence ,  and
creativity,  which  are
essential  complements
to analytical abilities.

EXTRACURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES AND
STUDENT LIFE

Student  l i fe  at  the
Kennesaw  Charter
Science  And  Math
Academy  extends
beyond the classroom.
The  school  offers  a
v a r i e t y  o f
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r
activities  designed  to
engage students, build
c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d
develop  leadership
skills.  These  activities
are an integral part of
t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l
experience  because
t h e y  p r o v i d e
oppor tun i t ies  fo r
students to apply their

learning  in  informal
settings,  collaborate
w i t h  p e e r s ,  a n d
discover new passions.

Clubs and
Organizat
ions
The  academy  hosts  a
range  of  clubs  that
c a t e r  t o  d i v e r s e
interests.  Science
Olympiad  and  Math
Olympiad  are  popular
choices  for  students
who want  to  compete
in academic challenges
at  the  regional  and
state  levels.  These
competitions  require
teamwork, preparation,
and  creative  problem-
solving, reinforcing the
skills  learned  in  the
c l a s s r o o m .
Additionally, there may
be  a  robotics  club,  a
garden club, a student
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c o u n c i l ,  a n d  a
community  service
club.  Participation  in
these  organizations
helps  students  build
resumes,  develop
leadership  abilities,
a n d  f o r m  l a s t i n g
friendships.

Field
Trips and
Real-
World
Learning
F i e l d  t r i p s  a r e  a
frequent  and  valued
part  of  the  academy.
Students  might  visit
l o c a l  s c i e n c e
museums,  nature
centers, universities, or
technology companies.
These  excurs ions
provide  real-world
c o n t e x t  f o r  t h e

concepts  studied  in
c l ass  and  expose
students  to  potential
career  paths .  For
example,  a  visit  to  a
r o b o t i c s  l a b  a t  a
nearby  college  can
inspire  a  student  to
pursue  engineering,
while a trip to a nature
preserve  can  deepen
an  appreciation  for
environmental science.
T h e  K e n n e s a w
Charter Science And
M a t h  A c a d e m y
a c t i v e l y  s e e k s
partnerships  with
c o m m u n i t y
organizat ions  and
businesses  to  enrich
t h e s e  l e a r n i n g
experiences.

Physical
Education



Kennesaw Charter Science And Math
Academy 9

9

and
Wellness
R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e
importance of physical
health,  the  academy
inc ludes  phys ica l
education in its regular
schedule.  Students
participate  in  age-
appropriate  activities
that  promote  fitness,
t e a m w o r k ,  a n d
sportsmanship.  In
addition  to  traditional
PE classes,  there may
be  opportunities  for
intramural  sports,
y o g a ,  o r  o u t d o o r
recreation.  A  healthy
b o d y  s u p p o r t s  a
healthy mind, and the
academy is committed
to  helping  students
develop habits that will
s e r v e  t h e m  w e l l
throughout their lives.

ADMISSIONS

PROCESS AND
ENROLLMENT

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
common  questions
from families is how to
enroll their child at the
Kennesaw  Charter
Science  And  Math
Academy. As a public
charter  school,  the
academy is open to all
students residing in the
state  of  Georgia,  but
there are specific steps
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e
admissions  process.
Because demand often
exceeds  avai lable
seats ,  the  schoo l
typically uses a lottery
system  to  determine
e n r o l l m e n t .  T h e
process  general ly
b e g i n s  w i t h  a n
application  period,
during  which  families
s u b m i t  b a s i c
information about their
c h i l d .  A f t e r  t h e
application deadline, a
random  lo t te ry  i s



10

10 Kennesaw Charter Science And Math
Academy

2023-02-11

conducted  to  fill
a v a i l a b l e  s e a t s .
Siblings  of  currently
enrolled  students  and
children  of  faculty
members  may receive
preference, as allowed
by state law.

Open
Houses
and
Informati
on
Sessions
Be fo re  app l y i ng ,
families  are  strongly
encouraged  to  attend
an  open  house  o r
information  session
offered  by  the
a c a d e m y .  T h e s e
events  provide  an
opportunity to tour the

campus, meet teachers
and  administrators,
and ask questions. It is
also a chance to get a
feel  for  the  school
culture  and determine
w h e t h e r  t h e
educational  approach
aligns  with  a  child's
learning  style  and  a
family's  values.  The
Kennesaw  Charter
Science  And  Math
A c a d e m y  i s
transparent  about  its
expectat ions  and
requirements,  and
these  sessions  help
families make informed
decisions.

What the
Academy
Looks for
in
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Students
Whi le  the  l o t te ry
system  means  that
admission  is  largely  a
matter  of  chance,  the
academy does consider
certain  factors  once a
student  is  enrolled.  A
genuine  interest  in
science  and  math  is
certainly  helpful,  but
the  schoo l  i s  a l so
looking  for  students
w h o  a r e  c u r i o u s ,
motivated,  and  willing
t o  e n g a g e  i n  a
challenging  academic
envi ronment .  The
academy  provides
support  for  students
w h o  m a y  n e e d
additional  help,  but  a
b a s e l i n e  l e v e l  o f
academic  readiness  is
important.  Parents
should be prepared to
partner with the school
in  supporting  their
chi ld 's  educat ion,
including ensuring that

h o m e w o r k  i s
completed  and  that
students are attending
regularly.

FACULTY AND
STAFF

The  qual i ty  of  any
school  is  ultimately
determined  by  the
people who work there,
and  the  Kennesaw
Charter Science And
Math Academy prides
itself on attracting and
r e t a i n i n g  h i g h l y
qualified  educators.
T e a c h e r s  a t  t h e
academy  are  certified
in  their  subject  areas
a n d  m a n y  h o l d
advanced  degrees.
They  are  passionate
about  science  and
m a t h  a n d  a r e
committed  to  sharing
that passion with their
students.  Professional
d e v e l o p m e n t  i s
ongoing, with teachers
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n
w o r k s h o p s ,
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conferences ,  and
collaborative  planning
sessions  to  refine  their
craft. The low student-
to-teacher ratio, which
is  typical  of  charter
schools,  al lows  for
more  individualized
a t t e n t i o n  a n d
m e a n i n g f u l
relationships  between
students and teachers.

PARENT AND
COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT

T h e  K e n n e s a w
Charter Science And
M a t h  A c a d e m y
unders tands  that
e d u c a t i o n  i s  a
partnership  between
the school, the family,
and  the  community.
Parent  involvement  is
actively  encouraged
through  a  parent -
teacher  organization,
v o l u n t e e r
opportunities,  and
regular communication
channels.  Parents

might  help  with  field
tr ips,  assist  in  the
classroom, or serve on
committees that shape
s c h o o l  p o l i c i e s .
Community  partners,
i n c l u d i n g  l o c a l
b u s i n e s s e s ,
un ivers i t i es ,  and
nonprofit
organizations, also play
a role in supporting the
academy  through
donations,  mentorship
programs,  and  guest
s p e a k i n g
engagements.  This
collaborative  network
e n r i c h e s  t h e
educational experience
and helps students see
the  relevance  of  their
studies in the broader
world.

FACILITIES AND
CAMPUS

The  campus  of  the
Kennesaw  Charter
Science  And  Math
Academy  is  designed
t o  s u p p o r t  i t s
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educational  mission.
While  the  physical
plant  may  vary  from
year  to  year  as  the
s c h o o l  g r o w s ,  i t
typical ly  inc ludes
modern  classrooms
equipped  with  the
latest  educational
technology,  science
laborator ies  w i th
appropriate  safety
equipment, a library or
media  center,  and
spaces  for  physical
education  and  arts.
The  environment  is
intended  to  be  safe,
w e l c o m i n g ,  a n d
conducive  to  learning.
Outdoor  spaces  may
include  playgrounds,
gardens,  or  areas  for
outdoor  instruction.
The academy regularly
assesses its facilities to
ensure  they  meet  the
needs of students and
staff.

BENEFITS OF A

CHARTER SCHOOL
EDUCATION

C h o o s i n g  t h e
Kennesaw  Charter
Science  And  Math
Academy  m e a n s
choosing  a  charter
school  educat ion,
which  comes  wi th
distinct  benefits.
Charter  schools  are
public schools, so there
is  no  tuition,  making
them  accessible  to
f a m i l i e s  f r o m  a l l
e c o n o m i c
backgrounds.  At  the
same time,  they have
t h e  f r e e d o m  t o
innovate  in  ways  that
t rad i t ional  publ ic
schools  sometimes
cannot.  This  flexibility
allows the academy to
design  a  curriculum
that  is  specifically
tailored to its mission.
Parents appreciate the
focused  academic
environment  and  the
e m p h a s i s  o n
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accountability,  while
students  benefit  from
smaller class sizes and
a  cur r i cu lum  that
challenges  them  to
think  deeply.

POTENTIAL
CHALLENGES AND
CONSIDERATIONS

No  school  is  perfect,
a n d  f a m i l i e s
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e
Kennesaw  Charter
Science  And  Math
Academy  should  be
aware  of  potential
c h a l l e n g e s .  T h e
rigorous  curriculum
may not be suitable for
e v e r y  s t u d e n t ,
especially  those  who
struggle  with  science
or math or who prefer
a  more  balanced  or
less  academical ly
intense  environment.
Additionally,  because
charter  schools  often
have limited resources
compared  to  large
tradit ional  school

districts, there may be
fewer elective offerings
or  extracurr icular
options. Transportation
i s  a n o t h e r
consideration;  as  a
charter  school,  the
academy may provide
limited  bus  service,
l e a v i n g  f a m i l i e s
responsible for getting
their  children  to  and
from  school.  Finally,
the  lottery  system
means  that  admission
is  not  guaranteed,
w h i c h  c a n  b e
d isappo int ing  for
families who have their
hea r t s  se t  on  the
school.

How to
Decide if
This
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Academy
Is Right
for Your

Child

Deciding  whether  to
a p p l y  t o  t h e
Kennesaw  Charter
Science  And  Math
Academy  requires
c a r e f u l  t h o u g h t .
F a m i l i e s  s h o u l d
consider  their


