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INTRODUCTION:
THE MAGIC OF A
SIMPLE MELODY

There  are  few  songs
that capture a sense of
impending doom quite
l i k e  C r e e d e n c e
Clearwater  Revival’s
classic,  “Bad  Moon
Rising.”  Written  by
John  Foge r ty  and
released in  1969,  this
track  has  become  a
staple of rock and roll
history. But what many
musicians love most is
how  effortlessly  it
t r ans l a tes  t o  the

uku le le .  The  Bad
Moon Rising ukulele
strumming pattern is
one  o f  those  ra re
rhythms  that  sounds
complex  when  you
h e a r  i t ,  y e t  i s
surprisingly  accessible
once  you  b reak  i t
down. Whether you are
a beginner looking for
your  first  full  song  or
an intermediate player
w a n t i n g  t o  a d d  a
c l a s s i c  t o  y o u r
repertoire,  mastering
this strumming pattern
will  give  you  a  solid
foundation  in  rhythm,
dynamics, and musical
storytelling.  In  this
article, we will explore
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the song’s background,
dissect  the  essential
strumming  technique,
offer  practice
strategies,  and  even
t o u c h  o n  c h o r d
progress ions  and
variations that will help
you  make  the  song
your own.

UNDERSTANDING
THE SONG: WHY
“BAD MOON
RISING” WORKS
SO WELL ON
UKULELE

“Bad  Moon  Rising”  is
built on a driving, train-
like rhythm that gives
it  an  urgent,  almost
hypnotic  quality.  The
original  recording
features  a  s teady
backbeat and a simple
t h r e e - c h o r d
progression  that  loops
throughout  the  verses
and  choruses.  On  the
ukulele,  this  structure
feels  natural  because

the chords themselves
are straightforward: D,
G,  and  A7  are  the
primary chords you will
use. The beauty of the
Bad  Moon  Rising
ukulele  strumming
pattern  l ies  in  i ts
ability  to  mimic  the
percussive  feel  of  the
or ig ina l  drum  and
guitar  parts,  all  while
keeping  the  melody
front  and  center.  The
uku le le ’ s  b r i gh t ,
cheerful  tone  creates
an interesting contrast
with  the  song’s  dark
lyrics about hurricanes,
ear thquakes ,  and
trouble  on  the  way.
That contrast is part of
what  makes  playing
this song so much fun.

The
Chord
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Progressi
on:
Simple
but

Powerful
Before you can master
the  strumming,  you
n e e d  t o  h a v e  t h e
chords  under  your
fingers.  The  entire
song revolves around a
cycle that goes: D → G
→ D → A7. In the key
of  D major,  these are
t h e  I ,  I V ,  a n d  V 7
chords. Here is a quick
breakdown:

D major: Barre
the second fret
of the G, C, and E
strings with your
index finger, or
use the standard
two-finger shape

(2220).
G major: Use
the standard G
shape (0232) or
the simplified
version (0220) if
you are a
beginner.
A7: Place your
index finger on
the first fret of
the C string and
your middle
finger on the
second fret of
the G string
(0100).

Once  you  can  switch
between  these  chords
smoothly,  you  are
ready to  layer  on  the
r h y t h m .  T h e
progression  repeats
with minimal variation,
which makes it perfect
for  focusing  on  your
s t r u m m i n g  h a n d
technique.

DECONSTRUCTING
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THE BAD MOON
RISING UKULELE
STRUMMING

PATTERN

The most common and
authentic  Bad  Moon
R i s i n g  u k u l e l e
strumming pattern is
a  var ia t ion  o f  the
classic  “swung  eighth
note”  or  “shuffle”
rhythm.  In  s imple
terms,  it  feels  like  a
gentle  bounce  rather
t h a n  a  s t r a i g h t ,
mechanical beat. If you
count “1 and 2 and 3
and  4  and,”  you  will
e m p h a s i z e  t h e
downbeats (1, 2, 3, 4)
and  let  the  upbeats
(the “ands”) be slightly
lighter.  However,  the
signature  of  this  song
is  a  triplet  feel  that
many players describe
as “train  wheels  on a
track.”  Here  is  the
basic pattern written in
plain language:

Down, down-

up, down-up,
down-up
Or, more
rhythmically:
DOWN, down-
up, down-up,
down-up

Th i s  i s  a  4 /4  t ime
signature  pattern
where  the  first  beat  is
a  strong  downstroke,
followed by three sets
of  down-up pairs.  The
key  is  to  make  the
down-up  pairs  feel
connected and smooth,
almost  like  a  rolling
motion.  When  played
correctly,  it  creates  a
driving  momentum
that  carries  the  song
forward.

Step-by-
Step
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Practice
Guide
To  build  this  pattern
muscle memory, break
it  into  smaller  pieces.
Do not try to play the
full  song  right  away.
Instead,  practice  the
following steps  with  a
metronome  set  to  a
slow tempo, around 70
BPM.

Start with just1.
downstrokes:
Play four
downstrokes per
measure on a
single chord, say
D. Keep your
wrist loose and
aim for
consistent
volume.
Add the first2.
upstroke: Play
“down, down-up”
and then pause.
Repeat this short

phrase until it
feels natural. The
upstroke should
be lighter than
the downstroke.
Extend to the3.
full measure:
Once the two-
beat phrase is
comfortable,
expand to the
full four-beat
pattern: “down,
down-up, down-
up, down-up.”
Count out loud as
you strum: “1, 2-
and, 3-and, 4-
and.”
Switch chords:4.
Practice the
pattern while
switching
between D and
G, then G and
A7, and finally
through the full
progression. If
you hit a snag,
slow down the
metronome.

Remember,  the  Bad
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Moon Rising ukulele
strumming pattern is
meant  to  feel  a  bit
swung.  Do  not  worry
about  being  perfectly
metronomic;  a  little
looseness  gives  the
song  its  characteristic
groove.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO AVOID
THEM

Even  exper ienced
ukulele players can fall
into  some traps  when
learning  this  pattern.
Here  are  the  most
frequent  issues  and
how  to  correct  them:

Strumming too
hard: You want
a crisp, clear
sound, not a
loud, percussive
thud. Relax your
wrist and let the
pick or your
fingers glide
across the

strings.
Rushing the
upstrokes: It is
common to
speed up the up-
and-down
motion,
especially when
you are excited.
Keep your hand
movement
steady; the wrist
should act like a
hinge, not a
piston.
Dropping the
rhythm during
chord changes:
When you switch
from G to A7, the
strumming hand
tends to hesitate.
Practice
changing chords
while keeping
the strumming
hand moving,
even if you miss
a string or two at
first.
Ignoring
dynamics: The
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original song has
a big, bold
sound. Varying
your strumming
intensity
between verses
and choruses
adds life to your
performance. A
lighter touch
during the verses
and a heavier
attack during the
choruses works
beautifully.

ALTERNATIVE
STRUMMING
PATTERNS AND
VARIATIONS

Once  you  have  the
basic  pattern  down,
y o u  c a n  e x p l o r e
var ia t i ons  to  add
personality  to  your
p lay ing .  The  Bad
Moon Rising ukulele
strumming pattern is
versatile  and  can  be
adapted  in  several
ways:

The
“Fingerst
yle”
Variation
Instead  of  strumming
with a flat  pick or  your
finger  nails,  try  using
your thumb and index
finger  to  pluck
indiv idual  str ings
within the chord shape.
This  creates  a  softer,
more  intimate  version
that  is  excellent  for
acoustic  settings  or
slower  renditions.

The
“Chop”
Variation
For a more percussive
sound,  add  a  “chuck”
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or  “chop”  by  lifting
your  fretting  fingers
slightly  off  the  strings
while keeping contact,
then  strumming.  This
produces  a  muted,
s h o r t  s o u n d
reminiscent of a snare
drum. Use this on the
second  and  fourth
b e a t s  t o  m i m i c  a
backbeat.

The
“Triplet”
Variation
I f  you  want  to  get
closer  to  the  original
recording’s  feel,  try  a
triplet-based  pattern:
“down,  up-down-up,
down, up-down-up” for
each measure.  This  is
more advanced, but it
gives a rolling, almost
galloping energy to the
song.

PUTTING IT ALL
TOGETHER:
PLAYING THE FULL
SONG

N o w  t h a t  y o u
understand the chords,
the basic pattern, and
a  few  variations,  it  is
time to play the entire
song.  The structure  is
simple:  a  short  intro,
severa l  ve rses ,  a
chorus (which uses the
same  progression),  a
guitar solo section that
you  can  fill  with  a
repeated  strumming
pattern, and an outro.
Here  is  a  suggested
arrangement:

Intro: Strum the
pattern four
times on D.
Verse 1: Sing
the lyrics while
repeating the D
→ G → D → A7
progression.
Each chord gets
two measures
(eight beats) in
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the original, but
you can adjust to
your preference.
Chorus:
Maintain the
same pattern but
increase your
strumming
intensity slightly.
Solo section:
Continue the
pattern or switch
to a simple
tremolo strum
(rapid down-up
strokes) on a
single chord to
build tension.
Outro: Gradually
slow down the
tempo and end
on a single
strong
downstroke on D.

If you are playing with
others,  listen  to  the
bass  drum  pattern  in
the original  track. The
bass  drum  h i ts  on
beats  1  and  3,  while
the snare hits on beats
2  a n d  4 .  Y o u r

s t r u m m i n g  h a n d
should  complement
th is ,  wi th  heavier
downstrokes on 1 and
3 and lighter upstrokes
on the offbeats.

TIPS FOR SINGING
AND STRUMMING
SIMULTANEOUSLY

One  of  the  biggest
challenges  for  any
uku le l e  p l aye r  i s
coordinating  singing
with  strumming.  “Bad
Moon Rising” is a great
song for practicing this
because  the  vocal
melody  is  strong  and
memorable.  Here  are
some tips:

Learn the vocal
melody
separately:
Hum or sing the
melody while
tapping your foot
to the beat,
without playing
the ukulele.
Simplify the
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pattern: Drop to
just downstrokes
on the beat while
you are learning
to sing along.
Once you can
sing without
hesitating,
gradually
reintroduce the
full pattern.
Focus on the
phrasing: The
lyrics follow a
natural rhythm
that aligns with
the strumming.
For example, the
word “rising”
lands on a
downbeat. Use
these natural
accents as
anchors.
Record
yourself: Play a
recording of just
the strumming,
then sing along
to it. This helps
you hear where
you might be

rushing or
dragging.

EQUIPMENT AND
TONE TIPS

Your ukulele setup can
affect  how  the  pattern
sounds.  For  a  classic
“Bad  Moon  Rising”
tone,  consider  the
following:

Ukulele size: A
concert or tenor
ukulele will give
you more volume
and a fuller low
end, which suits
the song’s
driving rhythm. A
soprano can
work, but it will
sound brighter
and more
cheerful.
Strings: Low-G
strings (where
the G string is
tuned an octave
lower) add a
deeper, more
resonant bass
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element. This
can make the D
and G chords
sound richer.
Strumming
tool: If you use a
felt pick, you will
get a softer
sound. If you use
your fingers, try
growing your
nails slightly for
a clearer attack.
Experiment with
different
materials to see
what feels best.
Effects: A touch
of reverb or
delay can give
your ukulele a
bigger, more

atmospheric
sound. Be careful
not to overdo it;
the song thrives
on rhythmic
clarity.

WHY THIS
PATTERN MATTERS

FOR YOUR
OVERALL PLAYING

Mastering  the  Bad
Moon Rising ukulele
strumming pattern is
not just about learning
one  song.  The  skills
y o u  d e v e l o p
here—consistent  wrist
m o t i o n ,  d y n a m i c
c o n t r o l ,  c h o r d
switching under tempo,
and rhythmic feel&#


