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INTRODUCTION:
THE ART AND
SCIENCE OF
PATTERN CUTTING

Pattern  cutting  is  the
unsung hero of fashion
design. While the world
marvels  at  the  final
g a r m e n t  o n  t h e
r u n w a y ,  i t  i s  t h e
pattern  that  breathes
life into the designer's
v is ion.  Among  the
foremost  experts  in
this  discipline  stands
Dennic Chunman Lo,
a  name  synonymous
with innovation, clarity,
a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l
excellence  in  the  field.
For  students,  aspiring

d e s i g n e r s ,  a n d
seasoned professionals
alike,  understanding
the work and teachings
of  Pattern  Cutting
Dennic  Chunman Lo
is akin to discovering a
m a s t e r  k e y  t h a t
u n l o c k s  t h e  f u l l
potential  of  garment
construct ion.  This
article delves deep into
the  methodology,
r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d
philosophy  of  Dennic
Chunman Lo, offering a
comprehensive  guide
for  anyone  looking  to
refine their skills in this
foundational craft.
In  an  industry  where
digital  tools  are  often
prioritized over hands-
o n  t e c h n i q u e ,  L o
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champions a return to
the  core  principles  of
drafting  and  sculpting
fabric. His work bridges
t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n
traditional tailoring and
contemporary  fashion,
making  him  a  pivotal
figure  in  modern
p a t t e r n  c u t t i n g
education.  Whether
you  are  a  beginner
struggling  with  darts
a n d  s e a m s  o r  a n
advanced  designer
seeking  to  push  the
b o u n d a r i e s  o f
s i l h o u e t t e ,  t h e
principles espoused by
Dennic  Chunman  Lo
provide a rigorous yet
accessible  framework
for  growth.

WHO IS DENNIC
CHUNMAN LO?

To  apprec iate  the
significance of Pattern
C u t t i n g  D e n n i c
Chunman  Lo ,  one
must  first  understand
the  man  behind  the

m e t h o d .  D e n n i c
Chunman Lo is a highly
respected  lecturer,
author, and consultant
with deep roots in the
fashion capitals of the
world.  He  currently
serves  as  a  professor
at the Royal Academy
of Fine Arts in Antwerp,
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
prestigious  fashion
institutions  globally.
This  inst i tut ion  is
famous  for  producing
the  "Antwerp  Six,"  a
group  of  avant-garde
d e s i g n e r s  w h o
reshaped  the  fashion
l a n d s c a p e  i n  t h e
1980s.
Lo's  own  journey  is
marked by a blend of
academic  rigor  and
pract ical  industry
experience. He studied
at the London College
of  Fashion  and  the
Royal  College  of  Art
before  working  for
major brands in London
and  Paris.  This  dual



Pattern Cutting Dennic Chunman Lo 3

3

perspective—academic
a n d
commercia l—al lows
him  to  teach  pattern
cutting  not  as  a  dry
technical exercise, but
as a dynamic, creative
tool.  His  expertise  is
particularly  noted  in
w o m e n s w e a r ,
t a i l o r i n g ,  a n d
e x p e r i m e n t a l
draping  techniques.
Through  his  popular
YouTube  channel  and
published  books,  he
has  democrat ized
access  to  high-level
p a t t e r n  c u t t i n g
knowledge,  reaching
audiences  far  beyond
the classroom.

The
Philosoph
y of

Precision
and
Creativity
At the heart of Pattern
C u t t i n g  D e n n i c
Chunman  Lo  i s  a
p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t
balances mathematical
precision  with  artistic
expression.  Lo  often
emphasizes  that  a
pattern is not merely a
set of instructions; it is
a dialogue between the
designer's  intention
a n d  t h e  f a b r i c ' s
behavior.  He  teaches
students to understand
the "why" behind every
dart, seam, and notch.
T h i s  d e e p
understanding  allows
for  greater  creative
freedom because once
you  know  the  rules,
you  can  confidently
break  them.
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H i s  a p p r o a c h
demystifies  complex
constructions, breaking
them down into logical,
repeatable  steps.
Unlike some instructors
who  rely  on  instinct
alone,  Lo  provides
systematic  methods
t h a t  p r o d u c e
consistent results. This
is particularly valuable
f o r  s e l f - t a u g h t
designers  or  those
wi thout  access  to
f o r m a l  f a s h i o n
education. By following
his  structured lessons,
learners can develop a
solid  foundation,  then
e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h
innovative  forms  such
as  asymmetrical  cuts,
volume  manipulation,
and  sculptural  collars.

KEY RESOURCES:
BOOKS AND
YOUTUBE
CHANNEL

The  accessibility  of
Pattern  Cutt ing

Dennic  Chunman Lo
is  largely  due  to  his
extensive  library  of
digital  content  and
published  works.  For
anyone  serious  about
mastering  pattern
m a k i n g ,  t h e s e
r e s o u r c e s  a r e
indispensable.

His Books
on
Pattern
Cutting
Dennic  Chunman  Lo
has  authored  several
influential  textbooks
t h a t  a r e  u s e d  i n
f a s h i o n  s c h o o l s
worldwide.  His  writing
is praised for its clarity,
detailed  illustrations,
a n d  p r o g r e s s i v e
difficulty.  Key  titles
include:
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Pattern Cutting
for
Womenswear:
A comprehensive
guide that covers
everything from
basic blocks to
advanced
draping
techniques.
Activewear
Pattern
Cutting: A
specialized text
focusing on
stretch fabrics,
athletic
silhouettes, and
functional
design.
Pattern
Cutting: The
Architecture of
Fashion: A more
conceptual book
that explores the
relationship
between
structure and
garment design.

These  books  are  not
just reference manuals;

they  are  designed  to
be  worked  through
sequential ly.  Each
chapter  builds  on  the
previous  one,  making
them suitable for both
classroom  use  and
independent  study.
The  inclusion  of  step-
by-step  diagrams  and
real-world  examples
ensures  that  even
complex  concepts  like
godets,  princess
seams,  and  sleeve
c a p s  b e c o m e
manageable.

His
Influential
YouTube
Tutorials
In  recent  years,  the
Pattern  Cutt ing
Dennic  Chunman Lo
YouTube channel has
b e c o m e  a  v i t a l
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resource for the global
sewing  community.
W i th  hundreds  o f
t h o u s a n d s  o f
subscribers, his videos
cover a wide range of
topics.  What  sets  his
content  apart  is  the
production quality and
educational  depth.  He
does not merely show
you  what  to  do;  he
explains the reasoning
behind each step.
Popular  video  series
include:

How to Draft a1.
Basic Bodice
Block: The
essential
foundation for all
womenswear
pattern cutting.
Sleeve Drafting2.
and
Manipulation:
From set-in
sleeves to raglan
and kimono
styles.
Dart3.

Manipulation
Techniques:
Moving darts to
create different
design lines.
Advanced4.
Collar and
Neckline
Construction:
Stand collars,
shirt collars, and
convertible
collars.
Trouser5.
Drafting for
Perfect Fit:
Adjusting the
crotch curve,
waist, and hip
balance.

Each video is carefully
paced ,  w i th  c lear
annotations  on  the
screen.  Lo's  calm,
articulate  teaching
style  makes  even  the
most  daunting  topics
feel  approachable.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
learning  to  adjust  a
crotch curve or draft a
complex  two-piece
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sleeve, his guidance is
a k i n  t o  h a v i n g  a
personal  tutor  at  your
side.

CORE TECHNIQUES
TAUGHT BY
DENNIC CHUNMAN
LO

The  curr icu lum  of
Pattern  Cutt ing
Dennic  Chunman Lo
is built around several
core  competencies.
Mastering  these  will
t r a n s f o r m  y o u r
approach to design and
construction.

Block
Drafting
and
Personali

zation
The block, or sloper, is
the  foundation  of  all
pattern  cutting.  Lo
teaches  students  how
to draft a custom block
f r o m  b o d y
m e a s u r e m e n t s ,
ensuring  a  perfect  fit.
He  emphasizes  the
importance of accurate
measurements,  ease
allowance, and balance
lines.  Without  a  well-
fitted  block,  all
subsequent  designs
will  be  compromised.
His method for drafting
the basic bodice, skirt,
and  trouser  blocks  is
widely regarded as one
of the most reliable in
the industry.

Dart
Managem
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ent and
Manipulat

ion
Darts  are  the  primary
tool  for  shaping  flat
fabric  to  the  three-
dimensional  body.  Lo
provides  exhaustive
l e s s o n s  o n  d a r t
manipulation—the  art
of moving, splitting, or
converting  darts  into
seams,  gathers,  or
tucks.  This  ski l l  is
essential  for  creating
clean,  professional-
looking  garments.  He
shows  how  a  single
b o d i c e  b l o c k  c a n
generate  end less
des ign  var iat ions
through  strategic  dart
relocation.

Volume
and
Silhouett
e Control
Understanding  how  to
a d d  a n d  c o n t r o l
v o l u m e  i s  w h a t
separates  a  novice
from an expert pattern
c u t t e r .  D e n n i c
Chunman  Lo  teaches
techniques  such  as
gathering,  pleating,
godet insertion, and
flaring.  He  explains
how fabric weight and
grainline  affect  the
final look, enabling you
to  achieve  everything
from a crisp A-line skirt
to  a  dramatic,  flowing
cape.
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Sleeve
and
Armhole
Integratio

n
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
challenging  areas  of
pattern  cutting  is  the
sleeve.  Lo  devotes
significant  attention  to
sleeve  cap  height,
armhole  depth,  and
ease  distribution.  His
tutorials  on  drafting
set-in  sleeves,  kimono
sleeves,  and  drop-
shoulder  designs  are
particularly popular. He
demonstrates  how
small  adjustments  to
the armhole curve can
dramatically  improve
garment  fit  and
comfort.

WHY PATTERN
CUTTING DENNIC
CHUNMAN LO
MATTERS FOR
TODAY'S
DESIGNERS

In an era of fast fashion
and  digital  avatars,
some may question the
relevance of traditional
p a t t e r n  c u t t i n g .
However,  the  work  of
Dennic  Chunman  Lo
proves  that  manual
pattern skills are more
important  than  ever.
Here  is  why:
1. Sustainability and
S l o w  F a s h i o n :
Understanding  pattern
c u t t i n g  a l l o w s
designers  to  create
garments  that  fit
perfect ly  and  last
longer.  I t  reduces
f a b r i c  w a s t e  a n d
encourages  thoughtful
construction.
2.  Customization
and Bespoke Design:
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As consumers demand
personalized  clothing,
the ability to draft and
adjust  patterns  for
individual  clients  is  a
highly valued skill.
3.  Creative  Control:
Re ly ing  so le ly  on
existing  patterns  or
software  limits  your
creative potential. With
Lo's  techniques,  you
can  bring  any  design
idea  to  life,  from  the
simplest  top  to  the
m o s t  c o m p l e x
architectural  gown.
4.  Problem  Solving:
When a garment does
not  fit  or  drape  as
intended,  pattern
cutting  knowledge
allows you to diagnose
and  fix  the  issue.  Lo's
systematic  approach
trains  you  to  think
c r i t i c a l l y  a b o u t
construction.

HOW TO START

LEARNING
PATTERN CUTTING
WITH DENNIC
CHUNMAN LO

If  you  are  inspired  to
begin  your  journey
with  Pattern Cutting
Dennic Chunman Lo,
here is  a  step-by-step
approach.

Start with the
Basics: Watch
his introductory
videos on bodice
and skirt blocks.
Practice drafting
these blocks on
paper until you
feel confident.
Invest in His
Books: Purchase
a copy of Pattern
Cutting for
Womenswear.
Work through the
exercises in
order.
Gather Proper
Tools: A good
pair of scissors, a
clear ruler, a
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French curve,
and pattern
paper are
essential.
Practice
Consistently:
Dedicate time
each week to
drafting and
toiling (making
test garments in
muslin).
Join the
Community:
Engage with
other learners on
social media.
Many sewists
share their
progress using
Lo's methods.

R e m e m b e r  t h a t
pattern cutting is a skill
that  improves  with
repetition.  Do  not  be
discouraged  by  initial
mistakes; they are part
of the learning process.
Dennic  Chunman  Lo
himself  emphasizes
that  mastery  comes
from  understanding

y o u r  e r r o r s  a n d
refining  your
technique.

ADVANCED
APPLICATIONS:
FROM PATTERN TO
RUNWAY

For  those  who  have
m a s t e r e d  t h e
fundamentals,  the
advanced lessons from
Pattern  Cutt ing
Dennic  Chunman Lo
open the door to high-
fashion  design.  His
work  a t  the  Roya l
Academy  of  Fine  Arts
has  influenced
numerous  collections
that  blend  structural
i n n o v a t i o n  w i t h
wearable art. Students
who  have  s tud ied
under  him  often  cite
his ability to push them
beyond  their  comfort
zones  while  providing
the  technical  support
needed  to  rea l i ze
ambitious  ideas.
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A d v a n c e d  t o p i c s
include:

Asymmetrical
and Bias
Cutting:
Creating fluid,
draped effects
that challenge
traditional
symmetry.
Moulage and
Draping on the
Stand: A
sculptural
approach to
pattern making
that allows for
organic
creativity.
Tailoring and
Jacket
Construction:
The intricacies of
canvas
interfacing, pad
stitching, and
sleeve insertion
for tailored
jackets.
Pattern
Grading and
Size

Adaptation:
Scaling your
designs for
production while
maintaining
proportion and
fit.

These  advanced  skills
are not just for aspiring
fashion  designers.
T h e y  a r e  e q u a l l y
valuable  for  costume
makers,  theatrical
d e s i g n e r s ,  a n d
hobbyists who want to
create  truly  unique
garments.

CONCLUSION

Pattern  cutting  is  the
backbone  of  fashion
design,  and  Pattern
C u t t i n g  D e n n i c
C h u n m a n  L o
represents  the  gold
standard  in  education
and  practice.  Through
his books, videos, and
teaching, Lo has made
this complex discipline
accessible  to  a  global
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a u d i e n c e .  H i s
methodical yet creative
approach  empowers
designers  to  move
b e y o n d  c o p y i n g
existing styles and into
the  realm  of  original
creation.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
drafting  your  first

bodice block or refining
an  intricate  sleeve
design,  the  principles
taught  by  Denn ic
Chunman Lo will serve
as a reliable guide. He
r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t
pattern  cutting  is  not
merely  a  technical
task—it  is  an  art


