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UNDERSTANDING
THE IMPORTANCE
OF THE NYC
SANITATION TEST
DATE

For many New Yorkers,
a  ca ree r  w i th  the
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Sanitat ion  (DSNY)
represents  a  dream
job—offering
compet i t i ve  pay ,
excellent  benefits,  and
the  opportunity  to
s e r v e  t h e  c i t y .
However,  before  you
can put on the uniform,
you must navigate the
hiring process, and the
most critical milestone
is the NYC Sanitation

T e s t  D a t e .  T h i s
e x a m i n a t i o n
d e t e r m i n e s  y o u r
ranking on the eligible
list,  which  directly
influences  your
chances of being hired.
In  this  comprehensive
guide,  we'll  explore
everything you need to
k n o w  a b o u t  t h e
s a n i t a t i o n  t e s t ,
including  when  it's
offered,  how  to
prepare,  and  what  to
expect on test day.

WHAT IS THE NYC
SANITATION
EXAM?

The  NYC  Sanitation
Exam,  officially  known
as  the  San i ta t ion
Worker Exam, is a civil
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s e r v i c e  t e s t
administered  by  the
N e w  Y o r k  C i t y
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
C i t y w i d e
Administrative Services
(DCAS).  It  is  the  first
s t e p  f o r  a n y o n e
seeking a career as a
sanitation  worker.  The
exam  assesses  your
ability  to  perform  the
dut ies  o f  the  j ob ,
inc luding  reading
comprehension,  map
reading, memorization,
a n d  b a s i c  m a t h .
Because  the  NYC
Sanitation Test Date
i s  a n n o u n c e d
inf requent ly—often
every  four  years  or
longer—t iming  i s
everything. Missing an
application window can
mean waiting years for
the next opportunity.

Why the

Test Date
Matters
So Much
The sanitation exam is
not  offered
continuously.  Unlike
some  civ i l  service
positions  that  accept
appl ications  year-
round,  DSNY  hires  in
large cohorts based on
city need and budget.
The  announcement  of
a new NYC Sanitation
Test  Date  typically
generates  enormous
interest,  with  tens  of
t h o u s a n d s  o f
applicants  competing
for a limited number of
positions.  Your  score
o n  t h i s  e x a m
determines  your  rank
on the civil service list,
and  higher-ranked
candidates  receive
hiring  priority.  This
means  that  knowing
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the  test  date  well  in
advance is essential for
preparing  adequately
and  ensur ing  you
perform at your best.

HOW TO FIND THE
LATEST NYC
SANITATION TEST
DATE

Staying informed about
t h e  n e x t  N Y C
Sanitation Test Date
requires  vigilance.
D C A S  a n n o u n c e s
exams  through  official
channels,  and  there
are  several  ways  to
ensure you don't miss
the announcement:

Visit the DCAS
website
regularly. The
official NYC DCAS
page posts all
upcoming civil
service exams,
including
sanitation worker
exams.
Bookmark the

"Upcoming
Exams" section
and check it
weekly.
Sign up for
email alerts.
DCAS offers a
notification
system that
sends you
updates when
new exams are
announced. This
is one of the
most reliable
ways to stay
ahead of the
crowd.
Follow DSNY
and DCAS on
social media.
Official Twitter
and Facebook
accounts often
share exam
announcements
in real time.
Check union
websites. The
Uniformed
Sanitationmen's
Union (Local 831)
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sometimes
provides updates
about upcoming
test dates.
Monitor
reputable
forums and
news sites.
Online
communities
dedicated to NYC
civil service jobs
frequently
discuss rumors
and confirmed
dates, but always
verify with
official sources.

Historically,  the  NYC
Sanitation Test Date
has been announced in
the spring  or  fall,  but
this is not guaranteed.
For  example,  the  last
m a j o r  e x a m  w a s
administered  in  2023,
and prior  to  that,  the
exam  was  he ld  i n
2019. Because there is
no  fixed  schedule,  the
key is to stay informed
and be ready to apply

as soon as the window
opens.

APPLICATION
PROCESS: WHAT
TO DO BEFORE THE
TEST DATE

O n c e  t h e  N Y C
Sanitation Test Date
is announced, you will
h a v e  a  l i m i t e d
a p p l i c a t i o n
window—usually  about
two to four  weeks—to
s u b m i t  y o u r
application.  Here  is  a
s t e p - b y - s t e p
breakdown of what you
need to do:

Check
Eligibility
Requirem
ents
Be fo re  app l y i ng ,
ensure  you  meet  the
basic  qualifications.
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You  must  be  at  least
17 years and 6 months
o ld  a t  the  t ime  o f
application,  and  you
must  be  a  New  York
City  resident  or  have
lived in the city for at
least  90 days prior  to
the test date. You must
a l s o  h a v e  a  v a l i d
driver's  license  at  the
time  of  appointment,
though not necessarily
a t  the  t ime  o f  the
exam.

Submit
Your
Applicatio
n Online
A p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e
submitted through the
D C A S  O n l i n e
Application  System
(OASys). You will need
to  create  an  account,
fill  in  your  personal

information,  and  pay
the  application  fee
(typically  around  $40
to  $60,  though  fee
waivers  are  available
f o r  q u a l i f y i n g
applicants). Be sure to
double-check all details
b e f o r e
submitting—errors  can
delay  your  application
or disqualify you.

Select
Your
Preferred
Test Date
and
Location
When  you  apply,  you
will  often  be  able  to
choose  from  multiple
tes t  sess ions  and
locations.  The  NYC
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Sanitation Test Date
may  actual ly  span
several days or weeks,
with  exams  held  at
various sites across the
five  boroughs.  Choose
a  date  and  location
that gives you enough
time  to  prepare  and
that  is  convenient  for
you  to  reach  on  test
day.

Receive
Your
Admissio
n Letter
After  your  application
is processed, DCAS will
send you an admission
letter  v ia  emai l  or
postal mail. This letter
will  confirm  your
specific  NYC
Sani tat ion  Test
D a t e ,  t i m e ,  a n d
location.  Keep  this

letter  safe—you  will
need  to  present  i t
a long  wi th  a  va l id
photo  ID  to  enter  the
testing site.

HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE NYC
SANITATION EXAM

Preparation is  the key
to earning a high score
and a top rank on the
eligible list.  The exam
is  designed  to  test
skills  that  are  directly
relevant to the job of a
sanitation worker. Here
are the main areas you
should focus on:

Reading
Compreh
ension
You  will  be  asked  to
read  passages  and
answer  quest ions
a b o u t  t h e m .  T h e
passages may relate to
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safety procedures, city
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  o r
i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r
complet ing  tasks.
Practice  by  reading
complex  texts  and
summar i z i ng  key
p o i n t s .  F o c u s  o n
identifying main ideas,
supporting details, and
the sequence of steps
in instructions.

Map
Reading
Sanitation  workers
must navigate the city
efficiently.  The  exam
includes a map reading
section where you will
be  given  a  map  and
asked  to  i den t i f y
locations,  plan  routes,
o r  de te rm ine  the
fastest way from point
A to point  B.  Study a
map of New York City
and  pract ice  w i th
sample  map  reading
e x e r c i s e s .  P a y

attention  to  street
names, landmarks, and
the cardinal directions.

Memoriza
tion
This section tests your
ability  to  remember
information  presented
visually  or  in  writing.
You  may  be  shown  a
m a p  o r  a  l i s t  o f
addresses  and  then
a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s
without  being  able  to
r e f e r  b a c k  t o  t h e
material .  Pract ice
m e m o r i z a t i o n
techniques  such  as
chunking, visualization,
and  repetition.  Try  to
memorize short lists of
items  or  simple  maps
within a time limit.

Basic
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Arithmeti
c
The  math  sec t ion
c o v e r s  a d d i t i o n ,
s u b t r a c t i o n ,
multiplication,  and
division. You may also
e n c o u n t e r  w o r d
problems  related  to
weight,  volume,  or
t ime  calculat ions.
Review  basic  math
concepts  and  practice
so lv ing  p rob lems
without a calculator, as
c a l c u l a t o r s  a r e
typically not allowed.

Physical
Ability
While the written exam
is  the  first  hurdle,  you
should also prepare for
t h e  p h y s i c a l
component .  A f ter
passing  the  written
test,  candidates  must

complete  a  physical
agility  test.  This  test
includes tasks such as
lift ing  heavy  bags,
s h o v e l i n g ,  a n d
climbing.  While  you
don't  need  to  be  in
peak athletic condition,
regular  exercise  that
inc ludes  st rength
t r a i n i n g  a n d
cardiovascular  work
will  help  you  prepare.

WHAT TO EXPECT
ON THE NYC
SANITATION TEST
DATE

W h e n  y o u r  N Y C
Sanitation Test Date
arrives,  it's  natural  to
feel nervous. However,
k n o w i n g  w h a t  t o
expect  can  help  you
stay calm and focused.
Here  is  a  rundown of
t h e  t e s t  d a y
experience:
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Arrive
Early and

Prepared
Plan  to  arrive  at  the
test  site  at  least  30
minutes  before  your
scheduled  time.  Bring
your  admission  letter,
a  valid  government-
issued  photo  ID  (such
as a driver's license or
passport),  and several
No.  2  pencils.  Do  not
b r i n g  e l e c t r o n i c
devices,  including  cell
phones, smartwatches,
or  calculators—they
are prohibited and may
r e s u l t  i n
disqualification.

Check-In
and

Seating
Upon  arrival,  you  will
check in with proctors
who  will  verify  your
identity and admission
letter. You will then be
d i r e c t e d  t o  a
designated  seat.  The
testing environment is
typically a large hall or
c lassroom.  L isten
c a r e f u l l y  t o  a l l
instructions  provided
by  the  proctors.

The Exam
Format
The sanitation exam is
a  multiple-choice  test,
usually  consisting  of
a r o u n d  8 0  t o  1 0 0
questions.  You  wil l
have  approximately  3
to 4 hours to complete
it. The exam is divided
into sections,  and you
may not be allowed to
skip between sections.
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Answer  each  question
to  the  best  of  your
ability,  and if  you are
u n s u r e ,  m a k e  a n
educated guess—there
is no penalty for wrong
answers.

Breaks
and
Prohibitio
ns
Short  breaks  may  be
offered  between
sections,  but  you  are
not  allowed  to  leave
t h e  t e s t i n g  r o o m
without  permission.
Talking,  looking  at
another  candidate's
p a p e r ,  o r  u s i n g
unauthorized materials
will result in immediate
disqualification.  Stay
focused and follow all
rules strictly.

AFTER THE TEST:
WHAT HAPPENS
NEXT?

Once you complete the
exam,  the  wait ing
period  begins.  DCAS
typical ly  re leases
scores within 12 to 16
weeks  after  the  NYC
Sani tat ion  Test
Date.  Here is what to
expect  in  the  months
following the test:

Score
Notificati
on
You  will  receive  your
score  v ia  emai l  or
postal mail. Scores are
reported on a scale of
0  to  100.  However,
your raw score may be
adjusted  based  on
residency  credits  (if
you  live  in  NYC,  you
may receive additional
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points)  and  veteran's
credits.  These  credits
can  boost  your  final
score,  improving  your
rank on the eligible list.

The
Eligible
List
All  candidates  who
pass  the  exam  are
placed  on  an  eligible
list  in  order  of  their
final  score.  The  list  is
used  by  DSNY  to  fill
vacancies  over  the
next  several  years.
Candidates  at  the  top
of the list are called for
the next stages of the
hiring  process,  which
include  the  physical
a g i l i t y  t e s t ,  a
background  check,  a
d r u g  t e s t ,  a n d  a
medical  exam.

Patience
Is Key
Even if you score well,
it may take months or
even years before you
a r e  c a l l e d  f o r  a n
interview. The speed of
hiring depends on city
budgets,  retirements,
and operational needs.
Continue to check your
email  and  the  DCAS
website for updates on
your  status.  Do  not
assume  that  a  high
score  guarantees  an
i m m e d i a t e  j o b
offer—be  prepared  for
a potentially long wait.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID

Many candidates make
avoidable  errors  that
hurt  their  chances.
Here  are  the  most
common  pitfalls  and
how  to  avoid  them:
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Missing the
application
window. The
announcement
period for the
NYC Sanitation
Test Date is
short. Set
reminders and
apply as soon as
the window
opens.
Ignoring the
admission
letter. Once you
receive your
admission letter,
read it carefully.
It contains
critical
information
about your test
date, time, and
location, as well
as rules and
restrictions.
Underestimatin
g the exam.
The test is
designed to be
challenging. Do
not assume that

you can pass
without studying.
Use practice
tests and study
guides to
prepare.
Bringing
prohibited
items. Electronic
devices, bags,
and notes are
not allowed.
Leave them at
home or in your
car to avoid
complications.
Failing to
update your
contact
information. If
your email
address or phone
number changes
after you apply,
update your
DCAS account
immediately.
Missing an
important
notification can
delay your hiring
process.
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FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE NYC
SANITATION TEST
DATE

How
often is
the NYC
Sanitatio
n Exam
offered?
There  is  no  fixed
schedule.  Historically,
the  exam  has  been
offered  every  three  to
five  years,  depending
on  city  hiring  needs.
The most recent exam
was  in  2023,  so  the
next  one  may  not  be
until 2027 or later, but
this is not guaranteed.

What is
the
passing
score for
the
sanitation
exam?
A  sco re  o f  70%  o r
higher  is  generally
considered  passing.
However,  because
competition  is  steep,
you  should  aim  for  a
score in the 90s to be
compet i t i ve .  The
el ig ib le  l i s t  ranks
candidates  by  score,
and only those with the
highest  scores  are
hired.
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Can I
take the
exam if I
don't live

in NYC?
You must be a resident
of New York City at the
time  of  application.
However,  there  are
some  exceptions  for

military personnel  and
c e r t a i n  o t h e r
circumstances.  Check
the  official  exam
announcement  for
detailed  residency
requirements.

How long
is the
eligible
list valid?


