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INTRODUCTION:
THE TIMELESS
ALLURE OF A
CLASSIC TALE

Few  s to r i e s  have
captured  the  human
imagination  quite  like
the  tale  of  a  young
m e r m a i d  w h o
sacrifices  everything
for  love  and  a  soul.
While  Hans  Christian
Andersen  originally
penned  The  L i t t le
Mermaid  in  1837,  the
story has been retold,
r e i m a g i n e d ,  a n d

collected  in  myriad
f o r m s  o v e r  t h e
centuries.  One  of  the
m o s t  c h e r i s h e d
presentations  of  this
bittersweet  narrative
appears  in  the  2013
edit ion  of  Grimms
Finest  Fairy  Tales
The  Little  Mermaid
2013.  This  volume,
part  of  a  celebrated
series, brings together
the haunting beauty of
Andersen’s  original
vision with the editorial
care  and  artistic  flair
that mark the Grimms’
finest fairy tales series.
In  this  article,  we will
explore  the  book’s
background, its unique
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features,  and  why  it
remains  a  treasured
item  for  collectors,
parents,  and lovers of
classic  literature alike.
F r o m  i t s  e l e g a n t
i l lustrat ions  to  i ts
faithful  yet  accessible
text,  Grimms  Finest
Fa i ry  Ta les  The
Little Mermaid 2013
offers  an  experience
that  transcends  time,
inviting  readers  of  all
ages  to  dive  beneath
the waves into a world
of wonder, sorrow, and
hope.

THE LEGACY OF
GRIMMS' FAIRY
TALES

The  Brothers  Grimm,
Jacob and Wilhelm, are
synonymous  with  the
c o l l e c t i o n  a n d
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f
European  folklore.
Their  anthologies,  first
published in  the  early
19th  century,  set  the
standard for  fairy  tale

literature.  However,
the  t i t l e  Gr imms
Finest  Fairy  Tales
The  Little  Mermaid
2013  might  cause  a
moment  of  confusion,
because Andersen, not
the  Grimms,  created
The  Little  Mermaid.
The answer lies in the
publishing  strategy:
the  series  “Grimms’
Finest  Fairy  Tales”
broadens  its  scope  to
include  other  classic
European  fairy  tales,
treating  them as  part
of  a  shared  cultural
heritage. By 2013, the
series  had  gained  a
reputation for exquisite
production values, and
including  Andersen’s
masterpiece  alongside
true Grimm stories was
a  natural  step.  This
edit ion  honors  the
s p i r i t  o f  t h e
G r i m m s — t h e i r
d e d i c a t i o n  t o
preserving  authentic,
s o m e t i m e s  d a r k ,
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v e r s i o n s  o f  f o l k
n a r r a t i v e s — w h i l e
acknowledging that the
m e r m a i d ’ s  s t o r y
belongs  to  the  same
tradition  of  profound,
moral storytelling. The
2 0 1 3  r e l e a s e
c a p i t a l i z e d  o n  a
renewed public interest
in  classic  fairy  tales,
sparked  by  film
adaptat ions  and  a
general  nostalgia  for
pre-digital  storytelling.
With  its  high-quality
binding,  annotated
text ,  and  or ig ina l
a r twork ,  Grimms
Finest  Fairy  Tales
The  Little  Mermaid
2013  quickly  became
a  s o u g h t - a f t e r
collector’s  item.

The Little
Mermaid:

A Tale of
Sacrifice
and
Transfor
mation
Before delving into the
specific  edition,  it  is
essential to understand
the  story  itself.  The
Little  Mermaid  follows
the youngest daughter
of  the  sea  king,  who
fal ls  in  love  with  a
human  prince  after
rescuing  him  from  a
shipwreck.  Desperate
to become human and
w i n  h i s  l o v e ,  s h e
makes a pact with the
sea witch,  trading her
voice  for  legs.  Every
step  she  takes  feels
like walking on knives.
Tragically,  the  prince
marries  another,  and
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the  mermaid  is  given
one  chance  to  save
herself  by  killing  the
p r i n c e — b u t  s h e
refuses.  She  throws
herself  into  the  sea,
dissolving  into  foam.
However,  because  of
her  selflessness,  she is
given a chance to earn
an  immortal  soul  by
doing  good  deeds  for
three  hundred  years.
Unl ike  the  Disney
adaptation, Andersen’s
or ig ina l  ending  is
bittersweet and deeply
philosophical.  The
2013 edition from the
G r i m m s ’  s e r i e s
preserves  this  gravity,
refusing to sanitize the
story  fo r  younger
audiences.  It  respects
the intelligence of both
children  and  adults,
a l l o w i n g  t h e  f u l l
emotional  weight  of
the mermaid’s sacrifice
to  resonate .  Th i s
fidelity  is  one  reason
why  Grimms  Finest

Fa i ry  Ta les  The
Little Mermaid 2013
is  often  praised  by
literary  scholars  and
fairy  tale  enthusiasts.

OVERVIEW OF
GRIMMS FINEST
FAIRY TALES THE
LITTLE MERMAID
2013 EDITION

The 2013 edition  is  a
hardcover  volume,
typically sized at about
8 x 10 inches, though
variations  exist.  It
contains the complete,
unabridged  text  of
Andersen’s  The  Little
Mermaid,  translated
into  clear,  modern
E n g l i s h  w h i l e
preserving  the  poetic
cadence of the original
Danish. The book also
includes  a  scholarly
in t roduct ion  that
contextualizes the tale
within the broader fairy
t a l e  t r a d i t i o n ,
explaining  its  origins,
adaptations,  and  the
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reasons for its inclusion
in a series named after
the  Brothers  Grimm.
Notably,  the  edition
features  ful l -page
i l l us t ra t ions  by  a
contemporary  artist,
whose  style  blends
elements  of  classic
fairy tale artistry with a
subtle,  melancholic
beauty .  The  co lor
palette  leans  toward
d e e p  b l u e s  a n d
seaweed  g reens ,
e v o k i n g  t h e
underwater world, with
touches  of  gold  and
pear l  to  h igh l ight
moments  of  magic.
Each  il lustration  is
accompanied  by  a
caption  that  quotes
directly from the text,
creating  a  seamless
marriage  of  word  and
image.
Beyond the story itself,
the  book  includes  a
short  biography  of
H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen, a timeline of

his  life,  and  a  list  of
other notable fairy tale
collections  from  the
same  per iod .  The
e n d p a p e r s  a r e
deco ra ted  w i t h  a
pattern  of  seashells
and  waves,  adding  to
the tactile pleasure of
r e a d i n g .  T h e
typography  is  large
enough for comfortable
reading  but  elegant
e n o u g h  t o  s u i t  a
coffee-table  book.  The
paper  is  thick,  matte,
and  cream-colored,
reducing  glare  and
enhancing the vintage
feel. For collectors, the
edition  often  comes
w i t h  a  r i b b o n
bookmark  and  a  dust
jacket  featur ing  a
c l o s e - u p  o f  t h e
mermaid’s  face,  her
express ion  one  of
l o n g i n g  a n d
resignation.  Overall,
Grimms Finest Fairy
Tales  The  L i t t le
Mermaid  2013  is  a



6

6 Grimms Finest Fairy Tales The Little
Mermaid 2013

2025-06-23

physical  artifact  that
i n v i t e s  l e i s u r e l y
exploration,  a  book
meant to be held and
admired  as  much  as
read.

Key
Features
and
Illustratio
ns

Complete,
Unabridged
Text: The
narrative is
presented in full,
without
abridgment or
simplification,
allowing readers
to experience
Andersen’s
original prose.
Original

Artwork: The
illustrations are
commissioned
exclusively for
this edition, often
created by a
single artist
whose style
unifies the entire
book. Many
reviewers have
noted the
haunting quality
of the images,
which enhance
the story’s
emotional
impact.
Scholarly
Annotations:
Footnotes
throughout the
text explain
archaic terms,
cultural
references, and
variations
between
Andersen’s
manuscript and
later editions.
These
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annotations are
written in a non-
intrusive way,
placed in the
margins or at the
bottom of pages.
Supplementary
Materials: A
foreword by a
fairy tale
historian, a
detailed
bibliography, and
a section titled
“The Making of
This Edition”
provide insight
into the editorial
choices behind
the 2013 release.
Premium
Binding: The
book is sewn-
bound, ensuring
durability, and
the cover is
padded with a
subtle embossed
design of waves.
The spine
displays the title
in gold foil.

These  features  make
Grimms Finest Fairy
Tales  The  L i t t le
Mermaid  2013  an
ideal gift  for literature
lovers, a teaching tool
for  educators,  and  a
staple  for  any  serious
fairy tale library.

WHY THIS EDITION
STANDS OUT

There  are  dozens  of
illustrated  editions  of
The Little  Mermaid  on
the  marke t ,  f r om
cheap  mass-market
paperbacks  to  lavish
folio  editions.  What
distinguishes  Grimms
Finest  Fairy  Tales
The  Little  Mermaid
2 0 1 3  i s  i t s
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
scholarly  rigor  without
sacrificing  aesthetic
appeal.  The  series,
which  includes  other
classics  like  “Snow
W h i t e ”  a n d
“Cindere l la ,”  has
always aimed to strike
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a  balance  between
academic  value  and
popular  accessibility.
The  2013  ed i t i on
a c h i e v e s  t h i s  b y
including  extensive
notes  that  clarify  the
story’s  historical  and
cultural  context,  yet
presenting  them  in  a
way  that  does  not
interrupt  the  reading
flow.  For  example,
when  the  mermaid’s
grandmother describes
the “spirits of the air,”
a  footnote  explains
that  Andersen  was
influenced  by  his  own
Christian  beliefs  and
h i s  l o n g i n g  f o r  a
soul—a  detai l  that
enriches  the  reader’s
understanding  of  the
s t o r y ’ s  m o r a l
dimension.
Another  s tandout
aspect is the quality of
the illustrations. Unlike
many editions that rely
o n  g e n e r i c ,  p r e -
existing  artwork,  this

v o l u m e  f e a t u r e s
images  that  were
created  specifically  for
it.  The  artist,  whose
name  i s  typ i ca l l y
credited  on  the  title
page (though it  varies
by  pr int ing) ,  uses
watercolor  and  digital
techniques to  produce
ethereal  scenes  that
c a p t u r e  b o t h  t h e
beauty and the tragedy
o f  the  merma id ’ s
journey. In one notable
i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  t h e
mermaid stands on the
shore  at  dawn,  her
shadow  stretching
across the sand, while
the  p r i nce ’ s  sh ip
v a n i s h e s  o n  t h e
horizon.  The  image  is
suffused  with  a  pale,
g o l d e n  l i g h t ,
suggesting  both  hope
and  loss.  Such  visual
storytelling  deepens
t h e  e m o t i o n a l
resonance of  the tale,
m a k i n g  t h e  2 0 1 3
edition  a  multisensory



Grimms Finest Fairy Tales The Little Mermaid
2013 9

9

experience.
Finally,  the  edition’s
physical  construction
guarantees  longevity.
The sewn binding, acid-
f r e e  p a p e r ,  a n d
protective  slipcase  (in
some market releases)
mean  that  this  book
can  be  passed  down
through  generations.
For families who value
heirloom-quality books,
Grimms Finest Fairy
Tales  The  L i t t le
Mermaid  2013  is  a
sound investment. It is
also  a  popular  choice
for home libraries that
feature  a  dedicated
“classics” section.  The
book ’s  subt le  yet
distinctive cover makes
it a conversation piece,
o f t e n  p r o m p t i n g
discussions  about  the
differences  between
the  original  tale  and
modern adaptations.

Comparin
g
Versions:
Hans
Christian
Andersen
vs.
Brothers
Grimm
As  mentioned  earlier,
The  Little  Mermaid  is
not a Grimm story, yet
it  appears  in  a  series
named after them. This
c h o i c e  i n v i t e s
c o m p a r i s o n .  T h e
B r o t h e r s  G r i m m
collected  folk  tales
from  oral  traditions,
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often  editing  them  to
be more moralistic and
less  bawdy.  The i r
narratives  typically
feature  clear  heroes
and  v i l l a ins ,  w i th
justice  meted  out  at
the end. Andersen, on
the other  hand,  wrote
original  literary  fairy
tales that were deeply
personal,  blending
autobiography  with
fantasy. The mermaid’s
suffering—her  physical
pain,  her  s i lenced
voice,  her  ultimate
dissolution—reflects
themes  of  unrequited
love  and  sp i r i tua l
longing that  are more
typical  of  Andersen
than of the Grimms. In
the  2013  edition,  the
editors  acknowledge
this  distinction  in  the
introduction,  pointing
out that while the tale
is not from the Grimm
corpus,  it  shares  with
their stories a focus on
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,

sacrifice,  and  the
struggle for identity. By
including it,  the series
broadens  its  definition
of “finest fairy tales” to
encompass works that
have  achieved  classic
status  regardless  of
origin.  This  inclusive
approach  has  been
widely  praised,  as  it
p l a c e s  A n d e r s e n
alongside  the  Grimms
in the pantheon of fairy
tale masters.
Furthermore, the 2013
edition includes a short
comparison table in the
appendix,  highlighting
structural  similarities
between  The  Litt le
Mermaid  and  Grimm
tales  l ike  “The  Six
Swans”  or  “The  Little
Brother  and  L i t t le
Sister.”  For  instance,
a l l  i n v o l v e
transformations,  cruel
w i t c h e s  o r
stepmothers,  and  a
final  redemption  that
requires  patience  and
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v i r t u e .  T h i s
comparative analysis is
a valuable resource for
students  of  literary
studies,  showing  how
fairy  tale  motifs  cross
cultural  and  authorial
boundaries.

THEMES AND
ANALYSIS

Grimms Finest Fairy
Tales  The  L i t t le
Mermaid  2013  lends
itself to deep thematic
reading.  The  core
theme is the quest for
an  immortal  soul,  a
concept  that  subtly
introduces  theological
i d e a s  w i t h o u t
becoming  over t ly
religious. The mermaid
longs not just for love
b u t  f o r  a  h i g h e r
existence,  one  that
transcends  the  sea’s
transient  world.  This
des i re  d r i ves  he r
painful  transformation.
The story also explores
the cost of silence: the

mermaid gives up her
voice, the very medium
of  communication  and
identity,  to  become
human.  In  the  2013
edition, marginal notes
highlight how Andersen
used  th is  mot i f  to
e x p l o r e  h i s  o w n
feelings  of  otherness
a n d  s o c i a l
awkwardness.  The
prince’s  fa i lure  to
r e c o g n i z e  t h e
mermaid’s true identity
further underscores the
t r a g e d y  o f
miscommunication and
unrequited  devotion.
T h e  s e a  w i t c h
represents  a  Faustian
bargain, offering power
at  a  terrible  price—a
common  thread  in
European folklore.  But
unlike  many  Grimm
tales where the villain
is  vanquished,  the
witch  here  s imply
vanishes  f rom  the
narrative,  leaving  the
mermaid  to  face  her
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f a t e  a l o n e .  T h i s
ambiguity is preserved
i n  t h e  2 0 1 3  t e x t ,
allowing  readers  to
d r a w  t h e i r  o w n
conclusions  about
justice  and  mercy.
Another  theme  is  the
tension  between  the
n a t u r a l  a n d  t h e
supernatural,  between
the  sea’s  fluid  world
and  the  rigid,  moral

c o d e s  o f  h u m a n
society. The mermaid’s
mermaid sisters cut off
their  hair  to bribe the
witch,  sacrificing  their
beauty for a chance to
save their sibling. This
a c t  o f  s o l i d a r i t y
contrasts  with  the
mermaid’s  solitary
suffering.  The  edition’s
illustrations emphasize
t h e s e  c o n t r a s t s :
underwater


