Basic Korean Words For Beginners 1

Basic Korean Words
For Beginners

Downloaded from
Basic Korean db.whlcarchitecture.com
Words For by Stephenson &
Beginners Adrienne

YOUR FIRST STEP
INTO THE KOREAN
LANGUAGE:
ESSENTIAL WORDS
FOR BEGINNERS

Learning a new
language is an exciting
journey, and Korean
has become one of the
most popular
languages to study
worldwide. Driven by
the global rise of K-
dramas, K-pop, and
Korean culture, millions
of people are eager to
understand and speak
Korean. If you are just
starting out, the best
approach is to focus on
basic Korean words

for beginners.
Mastering these
foundational terms will
not only build your
confidence but also
give you the tools to
form simple sentences,
understand basic
conversations, and
navigate everyday
situations. Whether
you are planning a trip
to Seoul, want to sing
along to your favorite
songs, or simply enjoy
the challenge of
learning, this guide will
help you take your first
meaningful steps.

WHY BEGIN WITH
BASIC KOREAN
WORDS?

Jumping straight into


https://db.whlcarchitecture.com/

complex grammar or
advanced vocabulary
can be overwhelming.
Instead, starting with
basic Korean words
for beginners allows
you to achieve quick
wins. You can learn to
greet someone, order
food, or express
gratitude within your
first few study
sessions. This early
success keeps
motivation high and
provides a practical
foundation.
Furthermore, the
Korean writing system,
Hangul, is logical and
easy to learn. Once
you know the alphabet,
you can pronounce any
word correctly.
Combining Hangul
knowledge with a
strong set of basic
words is the most
efficient path to
becoming
conversational.

The
Power of
the
Hallyu
Wave

The global interest in
Korean entertainment
has created a unique
opportunity for
learners. Many people
already recognize
words like 00
(saranghae) meaning
"I love you," or 00000
(gamsahamnida)
meaning "thank you."
This familiar context
makes learning basic
Korean words for
beginners feel less
foreign and more
intuitive. You are not
starting from zero; you
are building upon
cultural exposure. This
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advantage helps with
retention and
pronunciation because
you have likely heard
these words spoken
naturally in dramas or
songs.

ESSENTIAL
KOREAN
GREETINGS AND
POLITENESS

Politeness is deeply
embedded in Korean
culture. The language
has different levels of
formality, and using
the correct form shows
respect. As a beginner,
you should focus on
the standard polite
form, which is safe to
use in most situations.
Here are some of the
most important basic
Korean words for
beginners related to
greetings:

* 00000
(annyeonghase

yo) - Hello. This

is the standard
polite greeting. It
can be used any
time of day.

000 oo0
(annyeonghi
gyeseyo) -
Goodbye (when
you are leaving
and someone is
staying).

000 0od
(annyeonghi
gaseyo) -
Goodbye (when
you are staying
and someone is
leaving).

00000
(gamsahamnid
a) - Thank you.
This is the
formal, polite
version.

00000
(gomapseumni
da) - Thank you
(also polite,
slightly less
formal but still
respectful).

e [] (ne) - Yes.



BASIQKORHMN -
No.

* 00000
(joesonghamni
da) - | am sorry
(formal).

* 00000
(mianhamnida)
-l am sorry
(polite but
slightly less
formal).

* (0000
(gwaenchansse
umnida) - It is
okay / | am fine.

Learning these
greetings first is crucial
because they are used
constantly. Practicing
them aloud will help
you get comfortable
with the rhythm and
intonation of Korean

NOUNS FOR
EVERYDAY LIFE

Once greetings are
under your belt, the
next logical step is
learning nouns. These
are the building blocks
for naming people,
places, and things.
Focus on words that
are relevant to your
daily routine. Here is a
categorized list of
essential basic
Korean words for
beginners:

People
and
Family

speech. Remember,

even if you make ] (saram) -

mistakes, native Person.

speakers will [0 (gajok) -

appreciate your effort Family.

to be polite. e ] (eomma) -
Mom.
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* [0 (appa) - Dad.

e [0 (chingu) -
Friend.

* (00
(seonsaengnim
) - Teacher.

Common
Objects

e [] (mul) - Water.

e [] (bap) - Rice/
Meal.

* [0 (keopi) -
Coffee.

¢ [] (chaek) -
Book.

e [] (pen) - Pen.

* (00
(haendeupon) -
Cell phone.

Places

e [] (jip) - House /
Home.

* [0 (hakgyo) -
School.

0
(byeongwon) -

Hospital.

e [0 (sikdang) -
Restaurant.

e 000
(hwajangsil) -
Bathroom /
Restroom.

By learning these
nouns, you can start
combining them with
greetings. For
example, you can point
to a book and say [J
(chaek). This simple
act of naming objects
reinforces your
vocabulary and helps
you think in Korean
rather than translating
from English.

COMMON KOREAN
VERBS AND
ACTION WORDS

Verbs bring your
sentences to life. While
Korean verbs
conjugate based on
tense and formality, it
is best to start with the
dictionary form and the




basic polite present
tense. Here are some
essential basic
Korean words for
beginners that are
verbs:

¢ []] (hada) - To
do. This is one of
the most useful
verbs because it
combines with
many nouns to
create actions

(e.g., 0000 - to
study, 0000 - to
clean).

* [I0 (gada) - To
go.

¢ ] (oda) - To
come.

¢ ] (meokda) -
To eat.

e 00 (masida) -
To drink.

¢ ] (boda) - To
see / To watch.

¢ [ (deutda) - To
listen / To hear.

¢ (00 (malhada) -
To speak / To
talk.

¢ [ (ikda) - To

read.
¢ [J[] (sseuda) - To
write / To use.

To use these verbs
politely in the present
tense, you typically
add -] (yo) to the
stem. For example, (]
(gada) becomes [
(gayo) meaning "l go"
or "You go" in a polite
way. Similarly, 00
(meokda) becomes [J[]
0 (meogeoyo).
Practicing these
conjugations will help
you form complete
sentences quickly.

USEFUL KOREAN
ADJECTIVES AND
DESCRIPTORS

Adjectives allow you to
describe things and
express opinions. Like
verbs, adjectives in
Korean can be
conjugated to modify
nouns or end a
sentence. Here are
some of the most
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common basic
Korean words for
beginners that are
adjectives:

* ] (keuda) -
Big.

e [0 (jakda) -
Small.

e [0 (jota) - Good.

(00 (nappeuda)
- Bad.

e [0 (masitda) -
Delicious.

e (00 (mateopda)
- Not delicious /
Tasteless.

* (00 (yeppeuda)
- Pretty.

e (00 (meositda)
- Cool /
Handsome.

* 0000 (jae mi
itda) -
Interesting / Fun.

e (00
(eoryeopda) -
Difficult.

You can use these
adjectives to describe
nouns directly. For
instance, to say "big

house," you can say []
0 (keun jip). To say
"delicious food," you
say goa 0o
(masitneun eumsik).
Learning these
patterns early will
make your speech
more expressive and
natural.

NUMBERS AND
COUNTING IN
KOREAN

Korean has two
number systems: the
native Korean system
and the Sino-Korean
system (based on
Chinese). Mastering
the basics of both is
essential for basic
Korean words for
beginners. The two
systems are used in
different contexts, so it
is important to know
when to use each.



' * [] (yuk) - 6
Sino- e 0 (chil) - 7
e [J(pal) -8

Korean -otw-o

[ (sip) - 10

Numbeystive
(for  Korean
dates, Numbers
moneyfor age,
minutemurs,
phone counting
numbers) objects)

*0(h-1 e 0 (hana) - 1
e [(i)-2 e [ (dul) -2
* 0 (sam) -3 e [ (set) -3
*[(sa)-4 e [](net) -4
*0(0)-5
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