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INTRODUCTION:
YOUR FIRST STEP
TOWARD A
NURSING CAREER

Starting a career as a
Licensed  Practical
Nurse  is  an  exciting
and rewarding journey.
However,  before  you
c a n  s t e p  i n t o  a
classroom  and  begin
your  clinical  training,
you  must  first  pass  a
crucial gatekeeper: the
LPN  placement  test.
For  many  aspir ing
nurses,  th is  exam
represents the first real
hurdle on the path to a
new  profession.  The
pressure  to  perform

w e l l  c a n  f e e l
overwhelming, but with
the  right  preparation,
success  is  well  within
y o u r  r e a c h .  A
comprehensive  Lpn
P lacement  Test
Study  Guide  is  not
just a tool for review; it
is  your  roadmap  to
understanding  the
tes t ' s  s t r uc tu re ,
mastering the content,
a n d  b u i l d i n g  t h e
confidence you need to
excel .  This  art ic le
explores  everything
you  need  to  know
about  preparing  for
this  important  exam,
f rom  the  sub jects
covered  to  the  most
effective  study
strategies,  ensuring

https://db.whlcarchitecture.com/


2

2 Lpn Placement Test Study Guide2024-08-07

you  wa lk  i n to  the
testing center ready to
succeed.

WHAT IS THE LPN
PLACEMENT TEST?

The  LPN  placement
test,  often  referred  to
as the Practical Nursing
Entrance Exam or pre-
admiss ion  test ,  i s
designed  by  nursing
schools  to  evaluate  a
candidate's  readiness
for the rigors of an LPN
program.  Unlike  the
NCLEX-PN,  which  you
take  after  completing
your  education,  this
p l a c e m e n t  t e s t
assesses  foundational
a c a d e m i c  s k i l l s .
Schools  use  these
results to determine if
you  have  the  basic
c o m p e t e n c i e s
necessary  to  handle
c o u r s e w o r k  i n
a n a t o m y ,
pharmacology,  patient
care ,  and  c l in ica l
reasoning.

While  the  specific
name  and  format  of
the  test  can  vary  by
institution,  the  most
common  vers ions
include  the  Test  of
Essential  Academic
Sk i l l s  (TEAS) ,  the
Kaplan Nursing School
Entrance Exam, or the
National  League  for
Nursing  Pre-Admission
E x a m  ( P A X ) .
Regardless  of  which
version  your  school
requires,  the  core
content  areas  remain
largely consistent. This
is  why a well-rounded
Lpn Placement  Test
S t u d y  G u i d e  i s
i n v a l u a b l e .  I t
consolidates  the  key
mater ia l  in to  one
manageable  resource,
saving  you  time  and
reducing anxiety.

KEY COMPONENTS
OF THE LPN
PLACEMENT TEST

Understanding  the
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sections of  the test is
the  first  step  toward
effective  preparation.
Most  LPN  placement
exams  cover  four
primary  areas:

Mathematics:
Basic arithmetic,
algebra,
fractions,
decimals,
percentages, and
dosage
calculations.
Reading
Comprehension
: Understanding
passages,
identifying main
ideas, making
inferences, and
interpreting
written
information.
English and
Language
Usage:
Grammar,
punctuation,
sentence
structure, and
spelling.

Science: Basic
biology,
chemistry,
anatomy, and
physiology.

Each section is  timed,
and the overall score is
used to determine your
e l ig ib i l i ty  fo r  the
program.  A  good  Lpn
P lacement  Test
Study  Guide  w i l l
break  down  each  of
t h e s e  a r e a s  w i t h
detailed  explanations
and practice questions
that  mirror  the  actual
exam format.

Mathema
tics:
Beyond
Simple
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Arithmeti
c
The  math  portion  of
the LPN placement test
i s  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t
ge t t i ng  t he  r i gh t
answer;  it  is  about
applying  mathematical
concepts  to  real-world
nursing scenarios.  You
can  expect  to  see
problems  involving
medication  dosages,
intravenous drip rates,
a n d  c o n v e r s i o n s
between  metric  and
s t a n d a r d  u n i t s .
M a s t e r i n g  t h e s e
calculations  is  critical
because  errors  in  a
clinical  setting  can
h a v e  s e r i o u s
consequences. A study
guide  should  provide
step-by-step  methods
fo r  so l v ing  these
problems,  along  with
plenty  of  practice  to
help  you work quickly

and  accurately  under
time constraints.

Reading
Compreh
ension:
The
Foundatio
n of
Patient
Care
N u r s e s  r e a d
constantly.  They  read
p a t i e n t  c h a r t s ,
m e d i c a t i o n
instructions,  physician
orders, and care plans.
T h e  r e a d i n g
comprehension section
of  the  placement  test
evaluates  your  ability
to absorb and interpret
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complex  information
efficiently.  You  will  be
asked to read passages
on  heal th- re lated
topics  and  answer
questions  about  the
author's  purpose,  the
sequence  of  events,
and  the  meaning  of
specific  words  in
context.  An  effective
Lpn Placement  Test
Study  Guide  w i l l
teach you how to skim
for main ideas, identify
supporting details, and
eliminate  incorrect
answer  choices.

English
and
Language
Usage:

Communi
cating
Clearly
Clear communication is
essential  in nursing. A
misplaced comma or a
poorly  constructed
sentence  can  lead  to
misunders tand ings
that  affect  patient
safety.  This  section
tests your command of
s tandard  Eng l i sh
conventions,  including
s u b j e c t - v e r b
agreement, verb tense
cons i s tency ,  and
proper  punctuation.
The study guide should
i n c l u d e  r e v i e w
exercises  that  target
common  grammatical
errors  and  help  you
write more clearly and
professionally.
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Science:
The Body
in Health
and

Illness
The science section is
o f t e n  t h e  m o s t
intimidating  for  test-
takers.  It  covers  the
basic  principles  of  life
science,  with a strong
emphasis  on  human
a n a t o m y  a n d
physiology.  You  will
need  t o  know  the
major  organ  systems,
their  functions,  and
how  they  interact.
B a s i c  c h e m i s t r y
concepts  such  as
atomic  s t ructure ,
chemical  bonds,  and
pH  balance  may  also
appear.  A  strong  Lpn
P lacement  Test

Study Guide provides
c l e a r  d i a g r a m s ,
mnemonic  devices,
and concise summaries
that  make  mastering
this  dense  material
more  manageable.

HOW TO USE AN
LPN PLACEMENT
TEST STUDY GUIDE
EFFECTIVELY

Owning a  study guide
is  not  enough;  you
m u s t  u s e  i t
strategically.  Many
students  make  the
mistake  of  passively
reading  through  the
mate r i a l  w i thou t
engaging  with  it.  To
truly  benefit  from  your
Lpn Placement  Test
Study Guide, consider
the following approach:

Take a1.
Diagnostic
Test: Before you
begin studying,
take a full-length
practice test
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from the guide.
This will help you
identify your
strengths and
weaknesses.
Focus your initial
efforts on the
areas where you
scored lowest.
Set a Study2.
Schedule:
Consistency is
more important
than cramming.
Dedicate a
specific block of
time each day to
working through
the guide. Even
30 minutes of
focused study is
more effective
than a marathon
session once a
week.
Active3.
Learning: Do
not just read the
explanations.
Write down key
formulas, create
flashcards for

vocabulary
terms, and work
through every
practice problem
in the guide. The
more actively
you engage with
the material, the
better you will
retain it.
Simulate Test4.
Conditions:
When you take
practice tests,
time yourself and
eliminate
distractions. This
will help you get
used to the
pressure of the
actual exam and
improve your
time
management
skills.
Review5.
Mistakes
Thoroughly:
After every
practice test, go
through every
question you
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missed.
Understand why
you got it wrong
and what the
correct reasoning
should have
been. This is
where real
learning
happens.

CORE SUBJECTS
COVERED IN THE
STUDY GUIDE

A  high-quality  Lpn
P lacement  Test
Study  Guide  will  be
c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,
covering all the critical
content areas in depth.
Below is a closer look
at  what  you  should
expect  to  find  in  each
section.

Mathema
tics

Foundatio
ns for
Nursing
The  math  section  of
t h e  g u i d e  s h o u l d
include  a  review  of
w h o l e  n u m b e r s ,
fractions,  decimals,
and  percentages.  It
shou ld  a lso  cover
ratios and proportions,
which are essential for
dosage  calculations.
Look  for  a  guide  that
i n c l u d e s  w o r d
problems  specific  to
healthcare,  such  as
"How  many  milliliters
of  medication  should
you  administer  if  the
doctor  orders  250 mg
and  the  ava i lab le
solution is 500 mg per
1 0  m L ? "  T h e s e
practical  applications
h e l p  y o u  s e e  t h e
r e l e v a n c e  o f  t h e
material  and  prepare
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you  for  the  types  of
questions you will face
on the exam.

Reading
Strategie
s for
Success
In the reading section,
an  effective  study
guide  will  teach  you
specific  strategies  for
different  types  of
passages. For narrative
passages,  you  wi l l
l e a r n  t o  i d e n t i f y
character  motivations
and plot development.
For  expository  texts,
you will focus on main
ideas  and  supporting
evidence.  The  guide
should  also  provide
t e c h n i q u e s  f o r
answering  inference
ques t i ons ,  wh i ch
require  you  to  "read

between the lines" and
draw  conc lus ions
b a s e d  o n  t h e
information provided.

Grammar
and
Usage
Essentials
The English section of
the  Lpn  Placement
Test  Study  Guide
s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a
thorough  review  of
p a r t s  o f  s p e e c h ,
sentence  types,  and
common  grammatical
errors.  It  is  especially
important  to  master
s u b j e c t - v e r b
a g r e e m e n t  a n d
pronoun-antecedent
agreement,  as  these
are frequent topics on
the  exam.  The  guide
shou ld  a lso  cover
punctuation  rules,



10

10 Lpn Placement Test Study Guide2024-08-07

including  the  correct
u s e  o f  c o m m a s ,
s e m i c o l o n s ,  a n d
apostrophes.  Practice
exercises  that  involve
editing  sentences  for
clarity and correctness
a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y
valuable.

Anatomy
and
Physiolog
y
Overview
The science section of
the study guide should
p r o v i d e  a  c l e a r
overview of the human
body.  Start  with  the
structural  organization
from cells to tissues to
organs  to  systems.
Then,  explore  each
major system in detail:
the skeletal, muscular,

n e r v o u s ,
c a r d i o v a s c u l a r ,
respiratory,  digestive,
u r i n a r y ,  a n d
i n t e g u m e n t a r y
systems. Key concepts
such  as  homeostasis,
feedback  loops,  and
the  role  of  enzymes
s h o u l d  a l s o  b e
i n c l u d e d .  V i s u a l
learners  will  benefit
f r o m  g u i d e s  t h a t
i n c l u d e  l a b e l e d
d i a g r a m s  a n d
flowcharts.

EFFECTIVE STUDY
STRATEGIES FOR
THE LPN
PLACEMENT TEST

Beyond simply using a
study guide, there are
several evidence-based
study  strategies  that
can  d ramat i ca l l y
i m p r o v e  y o u r
performance  on  the
LPN  placement  test.

Active Recall:
After reading a
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section, close the
book and try to
recall the main
points from
memory. This
strengthens
neural pathways
and improves
long-term
retention.
Spaced
Repetition:
Review material
at increasing
intervals over
time. Instead of
studying the
same topic for
hours on end,
spread your
review sessions
out over several
days or weeks.
Interleaving:
Mix up different
types of
problems during
your study
sessions. For
example, after
completing a set
of math

problems, switch
to reading
comprehension,
then move to
grammar. This
forces your brain
to adapt and
improves your
ability to
discriminate
between
different
concepts.
Teach
Someone Else:
Explaining a
concept to a
friend or family
member is one of
the most
effective ways to
solidify your own
understanding. If
you can teach it,
you know it.
Self-Testing:
Use the practice
tests in your Lpn
Placement Test
Study Guide
regularly. Self-
testing is a
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powerful learning
tool that also
helps you gauge
your progress.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID WHEN
PREPARING

Even with the best Lpn
P lacement  Test
Study Guide in hand,
many  test-takers  fall
into common traps that
u n d e r m i n e  t h e i r
success.  Being  aware
of  these  pitfalls  can
help you avoid them.

Starting Too1.
Late: The LPN
placement test
covers a broad
range of
material.
Cramming the
night before is
not a viable
strategy. Give
yourself at least
four to six weeks
of consistent

preparation.
Ignoring2.
Weaknesses: It
is human nature
to focus on
subjects we
already enjoy
and understand.
However, the
fastest gains
come from
addressing your
weak areas. Be
honest about
where you
struggle and
dedicate extra
time there.
Neglecting3.
Time
Management:
Many students
run out of time
on the actual
exam because
they spend too
long on difficult
questions.
Practice moving
on from a
question if you
are stuck and
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returning to it
later if time
permits.
Skipping the4.
Directions:
Each section of
the test has
specific
instructions.
Take a few
seconds to read
them carefully
before diving into
the questions.
Misreading the
directions can
cost you valuable
points.
Overlooking5.
Test-Taking
Strategies:
Simple strategies
like eliminating
obviously wrong
answers, looking
for context clues,
and using the
process of
elimination can
significantly
boost your score.

SAMPLE STUDY
SCHEDULE FOR
BUSY ADULTS

Many  ind iv idua l s
preparing  for  the  LPN
placement  test  are
b a l a n c i n g  j o b s ,
families,  and  other
responsibi l i t ies.  A
structured  schedule
can help you make the
most  of  your  limited
t i m e .  B e l o w  i s  a
sample four-week plan
u s i n g  y o u r  L p n
P lacement  Test
Study  Guide  as  the
primary resource.

Week 1: Take a
diagnostic test.
Review math
fundamentals
(fractions,
decimals,
percentages).
Begin reading
the science
overview
sections.
Week 2: Focus
on algebra and
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dosage
calculations. Dive
into anatomy
and physiology
(cardiovascular
and respiratory
systems).
Complete the
reading
comprehension
practice
passages.
Week 3: Study
grammar and
punctuation

rules. Continue
with science
(nervous and
digestive
systems). Take a
timed practice
test covering all
sections and
review mistakes
carefully.
Week 4: Review
all weak areas
identified in the
practice test.
Take one final
full


